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Message from the President
Dear University of Houston Graduates,

It is my joy to congratulate you on reaching this remarkable milestone.
Receiving your college degree is an incredible achievement, and today we
all celebrate you.

This accomplishment not only reflects your intellect and knowledge, but
also signifies your grit, drive and ingenuity. The character you've developed
and invaluable life skills you've gained will propel you throughout your career and lifetime. Be
confident knowing you are now equipped to reach your full potential.

As you leave this University and embark on a new path, thank your professors, advisors,
family and friends who supported you throughout this journey. Moreover, stay connected to
your University as a volunteer or student mentor. [ know you’ll continue to grow and have
much to share.

You've earned your degree from a Tier One institution, world-renowned for its academic
excellence, cutting-edge research and dynamic athleticism. Today, you join the ranks of
thousands of alumni who have achieved incredible success — and [ know you will too.

Once again, congratulations, Coogs. The world awaits you!

With warm regards,

Renu. taoter

Renu Khator

President, University of Houston

Fall 2025 Commencement
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Message from the Provost
Dear Fall Graduates,

Congratulations on reaching this extraordinary milestone! Today, we
celebrate not only your academic achievement but also the dedication,
resilience, and determination that brought you here.

Earning a degree from the University of Houston is a significant
accomplishment. Whether you are the first in your family to graduate or
continuing a proud tradition, this moment reflects years of hard work and perseverance. It is also
amoment of pride for our institution, as your success has always been at the heart of our mission.

As you move forward—whether into a professional career, graduate studies, or new
opportunities—remember the many individuals who supported you along the way. Stay
connected with classmates, faculty, and staff who guided and encouraged you. Express
gratitude to family and friends whose unwavering support made this day possible.

Above all, take time to honor yourself. Balancing academic responsibilities with work, family,
and other commitments required strength and determination. Today, you stand ready to embrace
the rewards of your efforts and the distinction of being a University of Houston graduate.

Though you may leave our campus, you will always remain part of the Cougar family. Carry
forward the proud tradition of UH alumni and represent our university with integrity and
excellence in all that you do.

Once again, congratulations on this remarkable achievement. We look forward to seeing the
great things you will accomplish.

Sincerely,

Diane Z. Chase
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost, University of Houston

Fall 2025 Commencement
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Dean
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Leonard M. Baynes
Dean
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Gregory B. Dudley
Dean
COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS
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Teri Elkins Longacre
Dean
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT SUCCESS
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Distinguished University Professor
CuLLEN COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
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Founding Dean
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Nursing
ANDY AND BARBARA GESSNER COLLEGE OF NURSING

Michael Twa
Dean
Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Optometry
CoLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY
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University of Houston History

The University of Houston was established as the
Houston Junior College in 1927. As the college grew,
it prospered and officially became the four-year
University of Houston in 1934. Two years later, the
college attained land for a permanent campus, and
in 1939 it constructed its first building, the Roy

G. Cullen Building. The University became a state
institution in 1963.

The University includes 14 academic colleges, one
school and a multidisciplinary Honors College,
collectively teaching a wide array of subjects — from
math, arts and engineering to law, pharmacy and
business. What started as a campus with a single
building has grown into a world-class university,
offering over 285 undergraduate and graduate
programs to more than 46,000 students annually.

The Cougars consistently compete at the highest
levels, earning conference championships, bowl
game invitations and NCAA Final Four appearances.
In 2023, UH joined the Big 12 Conference — a hard-
fought mission to join a Power Four conference.

UH is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public
research university, and its public service and

community activities, such as cultural offerings,
clinical services, policy studies and small business
initiatives, serve a diverse metropolitan population.
Likewise, the resources of the Gulf Coast Region
complement and enrich the University’s academic
programs, providing students with professional
expertise, practical experience and career
opportunities. This unprecedented success has been
followed by a string of similar achievements, being
awarded a Phi Beta Kappa honor society chapter, the
opening of Houston’s first medical school in nearly
50 years, more than tripling the number of National
Academy members on the faculty and dramatically
improving the graduation rates.

The University consistently earns accolades for

its students’ achievements, such as the top 50 of
Forbes’ list of America’s Top Colleges and Princeton
Review’s “50 Best Value Public Colleges.” It also
ranks 36th in the nation on U.S. News & World
Report’s 2025 social mobility index ranking and
among the top 100 universities in the world for
utility patents. Moreover, President Renu Khator is
boldly leading UH to become a U.S. News & World
Report top 50 public university.

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople
wore long flowing robes and gowns. The materials and colors were governed by royal decree. Gradually,
distinctive gowns were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and
hoods to protect their shaved heads. Later, skullcaps were worn on the head, and the hoods became a cape
that could be pulled over the head during unpleasant weather.

As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted by their
faculties for bachelor’s (apprentices of the arts), master’s (teachers) and doctoral (teachers who had completed
postgraduate studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became
ornamental, draped over the shoulders and down the back.

The academic hat was first worn as a symbol of the master’s degree and existed in various forms. The
mortarboard style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes came to America in 1754,
styles were quite varied. In Europe, they still are; however, in our country, usage has been standardized by the
Intercollegiate Code of Academic Costume.

GERALD D. HINES COLLEGE
OF ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN

Bachelor’s Degree
Master’s Degree

Tassel: Violet

Hood: Violet
Tassel: Black

KATHRINE G. MCGOVERN
COLLEGE OF THE ARTS

Bachelor’s Degree
Master’s Degree

Doctoral Degree

Tassel: Brown
Hood: Brown
Hood (Music): Pink
Tassel: Black
Hood: Pink

Tassel: Red

C. T. BAUER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Bachelor’s Degree
Master’s Degree

Doctoral Degree

Tassel: Dark Blue
Hood: Drab
Tassel: Black

Hood: Dark Blue
Tassel: Red

Fall 2025 Commencement

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Bachelor’s Degree
Master’s Degree

Doctoral Degree

Tassel: Light Blue
Hood: Light Blue
Tassel: Black

Hood (Ed.D.): Light Blue
Hood (Ph.D.): Dark Blue
Tassel: Red

CULLEN COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

Bachelor’s Degree
Master’s Degree

Doctoral Degree

Tassel: Orange
Hood: Orange
Tassel: Black

Hood: Dark Blue
Tassel: Red

CONRAD N. HILTON COLLEGE OF
GLOBAL HOSPITALITY LEADERSHIP

Bachelor’s Degree
Master’s Degree

Doctoral Degree

Tassel: Navy
Hood: Navy, Red and White
Tassel: Black

Hood: Dark Blue
Tassel: Red



10

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

UH LAW CENTER

Master’s Degree Hood: Purple
Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Purple
Tassel: Red

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Citron

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron
Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue
Tassel: Red

TILMAN J. FERTITTA FAMILY
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

Doctor of Medicine Degree
Hood: Kelly Green
Tassel: Red

COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES
AND MATHEMATICS

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Golden Yellow

Master’s Degree Hood: Golden Yellow
Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Dark Blue
Tassel: Red

ANDY AND BARBARA GESSNER
COLLEGE OF NURSING

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Apricot

Master’s Degree Hood: Apricot
Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Apricot
Tassel: Red

COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY

Master’s Degree Hood: Gold
Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree
Hood: Royal Blue
Tassel: Red

Doctor of Optometry Degree
Hood: Seafoam Green
Tassel: Red

COLLEGE OF PHARMACY

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Olive
Master’s Degree Hood: Olive
Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree

Hood: Royal Blue
Tassel: Red

Doctor of Pharmacy Degree
Hood: Olive
Tassel: Red

GRADUATE COLLEGE
OF SOCIAL WORK

Master’s Degree Hood: Citron
Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree Hood: Citron
Tassel: Red

HoBBY SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: Peacock Blue
Master’s Degree Hood: Peacock Blue
Tassel: Black

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT SUCCESS

Bachelor’s Degree Tassel: White

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON
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Ceremonial Symbols

.........................................................................................................................................................

THE SEAL

Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate official documents. The
University of Houston and UH System seals both bear the Official Seal of Arms of
General Sam Houston, as handed down to him from his noble ancestors. It includes
the escutcheon in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting
nobility — and three martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and
deliverance. A winged hourglass is placed above the shield. Surmounting this is the
motto “In Tempore,” meaning “In Time.” The greyhounds indicate speed of giving
aid. The UH seal was first adopted in 1938 as the present campus was established.
Although the look of the seal has evolved over the years, the first version was etched
into the floor of the Roy G. Cullen Building.

UNIVERSITY MACE

The University Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff symbolizing
the University’s authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in

the late 14th century when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle
mace, were combined to form a university president’s symbol of authority.

THE ALMA MATER

All hail to thee,

Our Houston University.
Our hearts fill with gladness
When we think of thee.
We'll always adore thee
Dear old varsity.

And to thy memory cherished,

True we'll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942

Fall 2025 Commencement
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Academic Honors

Academic honors are based on the requirements of the catalog year students entered the University. The
final designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s Office upon final completion of all degree
requirements.

Undergraduates who have graduated with the stated academic honors have achieved the following grade
point averages earned in the last 54 hours completed at the University of Houston.

3.90 TO 4.0 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)
3.70 70 3.89  Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)
3.50 T0 3.69 Cum Laude (with Honors)

This roster does not include the names of degree holders who chose to withhold information under the
Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON



Summa Cum Laude - 4.0 GPA Graduates
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

The following graduates are recognized for achieving Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 cumulative grade point
average while also completing their degree within four years of starting their first semester in college at the

University of Houston.

SUMMER 2025

Kyle Ryan Pucheta
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

FALL 2025

Jayla N. Bowman
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Erik Garza
Bachelor of Arts in Strategic Communication
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Gina Noel Grenyo
Bachelor of Science in Global Hospitality Leadership
Conrap N. HirtoN CoLLEGE OF GLOBAL
HospPITALITY LEADERSHIP

Matthew Thanh Ho
Bachelor of Science in Biology
COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS

Nimisha Vinod Khiantani
Bachelor of Business Administration
in Management Information Systems

C.T. Bauer COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Chantel Thuy Trang Le
Bachelor of Science in Health
CoLLEGE oF Epucarion

Ivan R. Mariscal
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance
C.T. BAuER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Averey Ellen Mokry
Bachelor of Science in Human Resource Development
CurLEN COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

Fall 2025 Commencement

Khoa T. Nguyen
Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing
C.T. BAUER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Namita Patel
Bachelor of Business Administration
in Management Information Systems
C.T. BAUER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Kamryn N. Sterling
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting
KaTHRINE G. McGOVERN COLLEGE OF THE ARTS

Erin Zaragosa Stilley
Bachelor of Science in Digital Media
CuLLEN COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

Alex Dat-Huy Tran
Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing
C.T. BAUER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Kasia Giavan Tran
Bachelor of Science in Teaching and Learning
CoLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Kelsey M. Wong
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science
COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS

13



University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Honorary Degree

..........................................................................................................

TILMAN J. FERTITTA

A revered entrepreneur, philanthropist and civic leader, Tilman J. Fertitta
is U.S. Ambassador to Italy and San Marino and former chairman of

the University of Houston System Board of Regents. Born in Galveston,
Texas, Fertitta lived in Houston for most of his life, where he grew a small
restaurant company into a multi-industry, billion-dollar enterprise. He

is the sole owner of Fertitta Entertainment, which owns restaurant giant
Landry’s, the Golden Nugget Hotel and Casinos, and the NBA’s Houston
Rockets, among other ventures.

A savvy businessman, Fertitta is a self-made billionaire who has shared

his knowledge with other entrepreneurs through his New York Times
best-selling book, “Shut up and Listen!” and CNBC'’s “Billion Dollar Buyer” TV series. He

has received numerous honors, including Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur of the Year Award,
induction into the Texas Business Hall of Fame as the second youngest inductee, Amusement
Today’s Person of the Year and Casino Journal’s Executive of the Year, among others.

Fertitta is committed to giving back to his community, having served on several nonprofit
boards and committees, including the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, the Greater
Houston Partnership, the Texas Heart Institute, and as chairman of the Houston Children’s
Charity and the Houston Police Foundation.

A champion of higher education, he served on the UH System Board of Regents for over

15 years, and as its chairman from 2014 until 2025. His strategic leadership and relentless
advocacy elevated the University of Houston to top-tier status in research, academic
rankings and athletics, earning it prestigious recognition in Forbes’ America’s Top Colleges
rankings, the Princeton Review’s “50 Best Value Public Colleges” and membership in the Big
12 Conference.

A prolific philanthropist, in 2016, he donated $20 million to renovate the University of
Houston’s basketball arena — the largest individual donation ever made to UH Athletics

at that time. In 2022, he donated $50 million to UH’s College of Medicine, which aims to
improve health outcomes in the city and state’s underserved communities — a mission
Fertitta deeply values. In recognition of this incredible generosity, the basketball arena and
the College of Medicine both bear the Fertitta name.

The Doctor of Humane Letters degrees, honoris causa, given for exemplary service
to the University of Houston or society at large, is the highest honor UH can bestow.

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON
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THE CYNTHIA & GEORGE President’s Medallion

MII< HEII ....................................................................................................

? FOUNDATION CYNTHIA AND GEORGE MITCHELL FOUNDATION

The Cynthia and George Mitchell Foundation seeks innovative, sustainable solutions at

the nexus of environmental protection, economic vibrancy, and human well-being. Since

its incorporation in 1978, the late George P. Mitchell and Cynthia Woods Mitchell, and the
foundation have distributed or pledged an estimated $800 million in grants to myriad causes,
programs and institutions.

Since 1994, CGMF has given more than $21 million to the University of Houston, with most
of the funding generously supporting the arts. The foundation’s interest in the arts is rooted in
the sensibilities of Cynthia Woods Mitchell, who came to Houston in 1939 to study literature,
art, and psychology at UH. Cynthia believed in the arts’ capacity to lift spirits, enhance intellect,
broaden perspectives, and open avenues in people’s lives.

In honor of Cynthia, in 2003, George pledged $20 million to support UH’s arts programs.
Working closely with UH leadership, the Mitchell family proposed a programmatic alliance
among the School of Arts, Moores School of Music, the School of Theatre & Dance, the
Creative Writing Program and Blaffer Art Museum. The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Center for
the Arts was born and is now thriving within UH’s Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts.

Today, the center fosters bold collaboration across disciplines, inspires innovation, and fuels
creative partnerships on campus and across Houston'’s creative landscape. Each year, funding
supports various initiatives such as grants for faculty research and creative activity, student
scholarships, a visiting artists program and residencies for post-graduate fellows.

Since 2019, CGMF has also provided over $200,000 in support to the Immanuel and Helen
Olshan Texas Music Festival at UH, which brings together musicians from around the world to
learn, collaborate, and perform classical music.

Equally committed to advancing the sciences, in June 2025, CGMF made a $1.1 million gift to
UH’s Cullen College of Engineering for life-changing research on Usher Syndrome — a genetic
disorder that can lead to deafness and blindness in children. The transformative gift will help
accelerate treatments to improve vision and hearing for thousands.

The President’s Medallion is awarded at the sole discretion of the President to individuals
and organizations that have distinguished themselves
by their support of the University of Houston and the community.

Fall 2025 Commencement
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o President’s Medallion
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MEMORIAL HERMANN HEALTH SYSTEM

Memorial Hermann Health System is one of the largest nonprofit health systems in
Southeast Texas, delivering value-driven care through 17 hospitals and numerous specialty
programs and services across Greater Houston. The award-winning system is home to one
of the country’s busiest level 1 trauma hospitals and TIRR Memorial Hermann — one of the
top three rehabilitation hospitals in the nation.

As Houston’s only community-owned health system, Memorial Hermann provides care that
extends beyond its hospital walls. Each year, it contributes more than $474 million through
school-based health centers and various community health programs. In recognition of

its leadership in community engagement, Memorial Hermann was awarded the American
Hospital Association’s Foster G. McGaw Prize for Excellence in Community Service in 2023.

For nearly three decades, Memorial Hermann has been a steadfast partner of the University
of Houston, and the official health care provider for UH Athletics. Its philanthropic support
and alliance have played a vital role in advancing the University’s mission. In 1998 and
again in 2006, Memorial Hermann’s contributions aided the expansion of UH’s Sugar

Land campus, strengthening the region’s educational offerings. In 2019, it established a
scholarship for Human Resource Development majors at the Cullen College of Engineering,
helping remove financial barriers to obtaining a degree.

In 2023, UH Athletics and Memorial Hermann launched a new chapter with the health
system’s transformative pledge for the University’s planned state-of-the-art Football
Operations Center. The pledge also included scholarships for student-athletes. In honor

of its support, the center was named the Memorial Hermann Football Operations Center,
which opened in fall 2025. The 160,000-square-foot facility features a cutting-edge sports
performance center, an academic support services suite, a dynamic locker room facility,
student-athlete flex space and more. Elevating the fan experience, it also provides additional
premium seating options to TDECU Stadium with 14 suites, a 450-seat club section with
access to an 11,000 square-foot club and a 300-seat roof terrace.

A dedicated community leader, Memorial Hermann’s generosity has elevated Houston
Football in the Big 12 Conference and made students’ higher education dreams a reality.

The President’s Medallion is awarded at the sole discretion of the President to individuals
and organizations that have distinguished themselves
by their support of the University of Houston and the community.

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON
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College of Education
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

Message from the Dean
Dear Graduates,

Congratulations on this milestone in your academic journey! On behalf of
the faculty and staff in the College of Education, we applaud your dedication
to dreaming big, working hard and earning your degree. We are proud of
your success and hope you reflect fondly on the knowledge you've gained
and the memories you've made. Welcome to the Forever Coog family!

As a member of the Class of 2025, you hold a special place in history. From our annual fall
kickoff events through Commencement today, you have demonstrated remarkable resilience
to reach your goals.

Now, you are ready to take the next step on your professional path. Walk with confidence, but
don’t be afraid to ask for help. Embrace empathy, empower others and never stop learning.
hope you will continue to fulfill the College’s mission to enhance education, health and well-
being for all people and communities.

Ilook forward to seeing your impact in the world, through teaching, leadership, health
promotion, counseling, research and more. I'm confident you will transform lives in Houston
— and beyond.

The Coog network is strong, and you join more than 35,000 alumni from the College of
Education. As a fellow alumna, [ encourage you to stay involved and give back. Please consider
being an active member of our COE Alumni Association (it’s free to join) and help future
students succeed by supporting scholarships, volunteering your time, and sharing your
wisdom.

Thank you for choosing the College of Education. We are forever proud of you! And please
keep connected at uh.edu/education/alumni. Go Coogs!

Sincerely,

Cathy Horn, Ph.D.
Dean and Elizabeth D. Rockwell Chair

Fall 2025 Commencement
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Undergraduate Student Success
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

Message from the Dean
Dear Graduates,

It is with immense pride that the Undergraduate Student Success team
celebrates your graduation from the University of Houston today. You are
part of a remarkable group of students earning the Integrated Studies degree,
and we are honored to share this occasion with you and your families.

In completing your degree, you have worked hard, seized opportunities,
overcome challenges and taken ownership of your educational journey. You also gained
valuable knowledge and skills that have prepared you for your next step whether that is
entering the workforce or beginning graduate studies.

Support systems are an important component of success, so please acknowledge those who
guided you along the way including your family and friends as well as your UH faculty, staff,
and peers. Stay connected to your UH community—we would love to hear all about your
success and look forward to seeing you at alumni events.

As you walk across the stage today, do so as a proud Cougar knowing that you have achieved a
significant milestone. Soak in the applause and carry with you a sense of accomplishment that
serves as momentum for your future endeavors.

Congratulations and best wishes!

Sincerely,

DuiLovopera_

Teri Elkins Longacre

Senior Vice Provost and Dean

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON
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PRESENTATION OF COLORS
NATIONAL ANTHEM
CALL TO ORDER

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
OF PLATFORM PARTY

GREETINGS

PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT’S MEDALLION

CELEBRATING STUDENT SUCCESS

PRESENTATION OF ACADEMIC HONORS
AND DEGREE CANDIDATES

DOCTORAL CANDIDATES
MASTER’S CANDIDATES
BACHELOR'’S CANDIDATES

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
CLOSING REMARKS
ALMA MATER
RECESSIONAL

Fall 2025 Commencement

University of Houston
College of Education
Undergraduate Student Success

Commencement Ceremony
Friday, December 19, 2025, 9:00 a.m.
Fertitta Center

Moores School of Music

Honorary Grand Marshal and Associate Marshal
Faculty

Candidates for Graduation

Platform Party

Houston Battalion ROTC Color Guard

Moores School of Music

Chakema Carmack
Associate Professor, College of Education
Honorary Grand Marshal

Mimi M. Lee
Associate Dean, College of Education

The Honorable Adrian Caraves
UH System Board of Regents Member

Renu Khator
President

The Cynthia and George Mitchell Foundation
Presented by Andrew Davis
Dean, Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Teri Elkins Longacre
Senior Vice Provost and Dean,
Undergraduate Student Success

Cathy Horn
Dean, College of Education

Dean Horn
Associate Dean Lee

Melissa Pierson
Assistant Vice Provost and Associate Dean,
Undergraduate Student Success

Associate Dean Lee
President Khator

Dean Horn

Moores School of Music

Moores School of Music
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Commencement Ceremony

College of Education

summer 2025 — Graduates

.........................................................................................................................................................

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Curriculum and Instruction

Courtney Miller Andrews
Teacher Efficacy: The Impact on
Literacy Achievement
ADVISOR: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Carolyn Durante
Foundational Reading Skills:
Implementation in Secondary
Classrooms
ADVISOR: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Deepa Bangalore Gotur
Integrated Curriculum in Critical
Care Clerkship for Medical Students
and its Impact on Their Professional
Growth.
ADVISOR: Dr. Sara G. McNeil

Nancy Marie Jasso
Teacher Perceives Efficacy When
Using Multiliteracy Pedagogies
and Multimodal Texts in a Middle
School English Language Arts (ELA)
Classroom
ADVISOR: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Juanita Marie Montoya-Silva
Understanding Teacher Perceptions of
Equity-Based Grading Practices
ADVISOR: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Marlena L. Padgett
Exploring English Education in
Taiwan: Perceptions and Insights of
Foreign English Teachers
ADVISOR: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Christine Polt
Influence of Self-Efficacy on
Grammar Instruction Methods and
Modalities
ADVISOR: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Hope Danielle Swearingen
Celebrating Diversity in Urban Areas:
Embracing Current Events at the
Intersection of Social Consciousness
and Restorative Practices
ADVISOR: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Kathleen Rose West
Kindergarten Teachers’ Perceptions
of Literacy Instructional Practices for
Students with Dyslexia
ADVISOR: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

1 Summa Cum Laude -

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Curriculum and Instruction

Laura Shelton
A Proposed Critical Comparative
Case Study Exploring the Professional
Attributes Policy at an Urban
University in the Southwestern United
States
ADVISOR: Dr. Jeannette D. Alarcén

Psychological, Health,
and Learning Sciences

Jelisa Denae Boykin
A Three-Part Study to Evaluate
Preservice and In-Service Teacher’s
Self-Efficacy and Disciplinary
Decision-Making
ADVISOR: Dr. Brad Smith

Nayoung Choi
Teacher Perception of Asian American
Students as Model Minority in STEM:
Does a Multicultural Perspective
Help?
ADVISOR: Dr. Milena Keller-Margulis

Susan E. Flynn
Nonbinary in a Binary World: The
Impact of Identity Concealment and
Blending on Nonbinary People’s
Mental Health
ADVISOR: Dr. Nathan Grant Smith

Anna L. Laakman
A Three-Part Study to Enhance
Understanding of Social Behavior
and Identity Preferences of Autistic
Adolescents
ADVISOR: Dr. Milena Keller-Margulis

Danielle H. Llaneza
Understanding Psychosocial Support
for Adult Cancer Patients and
Survivors through a Self-Report
Research Design
ADVISOR: Dr. Blake Allan

Journa Njoh
Navigating Gendered Racial
Microaggressions: Exploring the
Mediating and Moderating Pathways
to Workplace Well-Being for Black
Women
ADVISOR: Dr. Blake Allan

Caroline A. Silva

A Three-Part Study to Enhance
Understanding of the Intersection of
Culture and Instrument Inter-Rater
Discrepancies Between Parents and
Teachers

ADVISOR: Dr. Brad Smith

Ashley Ann Taylor
Borderline Personality Disorder and
Interpersonal Theory of Suicide:
Examining the Mediating Influence
of Resilience and Social Support and
Potential Moderators among Women
Veterans

ADVISOR: Dr. Blake Allan

Helen Sanchez Ullrich

Exploring the Relationships between
Acculturation, Somatization, and
Problematic Alcohol Use: A Mediation
Analysis of South Asian Americans
ADVISOR: Dr. Marcel de Dios

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Curriculum and Instruction
Luis Alfredo Acosta

Kevin Juan Aguilar Cano
Kassidhe Golden Ashcraft
Sara Jackowski

Higher Education

Jorge A. Arellano

Guadalupe De Jesus Lombera
Cambren Loreal Janae Palmer

Special Populations
Suruchi Bhan

Kristina Marie Brown
Breannah Kapri Musa
Michelle H. Nguyen
Hanaiya Lenice Thomas

2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON



BACHELOR OF ARTS

Human Development
and Family Sciences
Ariana Coronilla

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Health

Neha T. Ahmed 3

Asialena M. Chapa

Ryan Chen ?

Luz C. Cruz

Debbie Nguyen Dinh 2
Zedric James Estepa Estrella
Khoi N. Hoang *

Nia N. Iglehart

Hasaan Mahmood Kahlon 3
Rachel Susan Mathews
Omar Mendoza 3

Kirti S. Mhatre

Natalie Annette Miller
Mara Nezami 3

Ugonna Bryan Obijiofor
Maritza G. Pascascio
Valerie Poblete

Ciarra A. Reece

Alyssa Rodriguez 3
Nikolette Schmidt
Jessica N. Schrock 3
Antonella Luccila Signori

Fall 2025 - Candidates for Graduation

.........................................................................................................................................................

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Educational Leadership
and Policy Studies

Talisa Karin Arroyo
Speech-Language Pathologists
in Texas Schools: Exploring
Collaboration and Workforce Patterns

ADVISOR: Dr. Kristi L. Santi

Gloria Avila
Navigating the Framework:
Evaluating Program Placement for
Secondary English Learners in Texas
Schools
ADVISOR: Dr. Kristi L. Santi

Kyla Chriss
Teachers’ Perceptions of How
Culturally Sustaining Pedagogy
Impacts Black Students’ Literacy
Growth and Achievement

ADVISOR: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Amanda De Leon
Examining Language Beliefs and
Translanguaging Practices Among
Secondary Monolingual Teachers
ADVISOR: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

Elisa A. Garcia
Mitigating Educational Inequities for
English Learners
ADVISOR: Dr. Kristi L. Santi

Shelley Gordon
Parent Engagement in Special
Education: The Critical Role
of Educating and Empowering
Families from Culturally Diverse
and Economically Disadvantaged
Backgrounds
ADVISOR: Dr. Jacqueline Hawkins

Jennifer L. Gover
Pre-contact Pedagogical Practices and
Improving American Indian Post-
secondary Degree Attainment Rates

ADVISOR: Dr. Kristi L. Santi

Shawn P. McCann

Creating Equity in the Workplace for
Individuals Who Are Neurodivergent

ADVISOR: Dr. Jacqueline Hawkins
Mark J. McMahon

School Board Governance Effect on
Student Achievement in High-Poverty
School Districts

ADVISOR: Dr. Bradley Davis

Brenda Mendoza

The Ongoing Challenge of High
Teacher Attrition Rates Prevalent in
Urban Schools

ADVISOR: Dr. Kristi L. Santi

Christopher Anthony Newton
The Print and Digital Reading Lives of
Literacy Teachers
ADVISOR: Dr. Laveria Hutchison

University of Houston
College of Education

Commencement Ceremony

Courtnie Nicole Sowders 2
Nicole Van Truong

Maria Jael Urbieta

Maren C. Young

Shanzay Zahra Zaidi
Omar Mouwafac Zeidan

Human Development

and Family Sciences

Charlie Elizabeth Frazier

Temiloluwa Ireoluwatomiwa
Sorunke

Teaching and Learning
Kelia Lavonne Brunt 2

Jasmine Eyim-Ejim Nnate
Equity in Education: Transforming
Urban Middle Schools for Black
Students’ Success
ADVISOR: Dr. Jacqueline Hawkins

Dustin Edwin Peddy Pereira
It’s about Time: Disrupting
Disproportionate Application of
Exclusionary Discipline Practices
ADVISOR: Dr. Jacqueline Hawkins

Robert Charles Smith, Jr.
Steps to Making Sexual Health a
Priority: Assessing Aspects of Sexual
Health Amongst Black and Latinx
Non-University, Higher Education
Students in Houston, Texas (Harris
County)
ADVISOR: Dr. Sara G. McNeil

Josefina Trevifio
Exploring the Leadership Role of
Urban High School Counselors in
Advocating for Undocumented Latinx
Students’ Pursuit of Post-Secondary
Options
ADVISOR: Dr. April Peters-Hawkins

Georgia Vasilakis
The Underrepresentation of Female
Administrators in Region 5 of Texas:
A Regional Analysis of Principal
Certification Holders’” Career
Pathways
ADVISOR: Dr. Bradley Davis

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)

Fall 2025 Commencement
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Heather Christine Willis

Beyond the Strategic Plan:

Rural Superintendents Creating
Collaborative Cultures of Coherence
ADVISOR: Dr. April Peters-Hawkins

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Curriculum and Instruction
Zhenjie Hou

The Power of Translanguaging in
Science Teaching and Learning
ADVISOR: Dr. Jie Zhang

Amani [tani
Exploring the Impact of Integrating
Artificial Intelligence Tools on
Students’ Perceptions of Digital
Storytelling at a K-12 STEM
Summer Camp
ADVISOR: Dr. Bulent Dogan

Educational Leadership
and Policy Studies

Karim Ouardi
An Examination of Dual Credit
at Texas’s Community Colleges:
Participation, Outcomes, and the Role
of Faculty in Student Success

ADVISOR: Dr. Yali Zou

Hope S. Pacheco
Exploring the Leadership Experiences
of Latina Undergraduate STEM
Students in a Peer Mentoring Program
at a Research-1, Hispanic-Serving
Institution
ADVISOR: Dr. Dave Louis

Kellynn A. Wilson
Exploring the Perceptions of Black
Women and their Workplace Affinity
with White Women Colleagues at
Predominantly White Land-Grant
Institutions
ADVISOR: Dr. Dave Louis

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Administration and Supervision
Khristopher Kurtis Benford
Sara A. Kazmi

Counseling

Amanda Renee Hut

Alejandra Maganda Kibodeaux
Rebecca Jane Sanchez
Christina Marie Segura

Victor Vergara

Curriculum and Instruction
Gisselle Aguilar

Audrina Alvarado

Aric Ronald Barnes, Jr.

Adayshia Chane Bluford-Coleman

Leah H. Boissevain

Martha Beatriz Carroll
Nour Chalhoub

Ixamara Coronel

Angela D’Cunha

Tiffany Ehsani

Kris Elvin OBrien

Anna Teresa Flores

Liliana Franco Lozano
Zhuoran Gong

Karen Anahi Gonzales Palma
Summer C. Gore

Meridith J. Halbardier
Emily Ann Mooney Hopkins
Lorena Lizette Ibarra

Rabia Javed

Xiaolu Jia

Hanee Kahlon

Zainab Kapadvanjwala

Kate Blythe Langridge
Andiez Long Le

Tingting Li

Shelbi Millegan

Britney A. Nguyen

Kelsey Ritch

Caitlin Nicole Ross

Dante Elliott Sanchez-Rivera
Xiangkai Zeng

Xiya Zhang

Higher Education
Rachel Julia Rojas

Special Populations

Juan Jose Barrera

Fermina Milagros Lee Bilbao
Natalie Simone Haisley
Pamela Kaye Rosario

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Human Development
and Family Sciences
Brianna R. Colon 2

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Health

Faranak Farrah Abdi
Suzzanna Abey 3
Oreoluwa Adejuwon 3
Hana J. Agha?

Luis Alberto Aguayo
Nilab Ahmadi *

Noor Ain

Gada S. Al Taie’

Nadia Alamo ?

Arfa S. Ali?

Jason Alpizar

Destiny Naomi Alvarado Grande
Nora Marie Amituanai
Jazlyn Alizae Arteaga
Laiba Asif

Yuan Atanacio

Layan Abraham Baba
Monale D. Barikuma
Lamont A. Bennett 3
Betzaida Bravo

Vy H. Bui’

Jamiah Louise Burns 3
Julianna Ysobel C. Calma
Ashley Veraliz Canova >
Catie Isabelle Cavazos
Jordan Ysani Clinton 3
Jai’ Davis

Aniah Dominique Dawkins
Karla A. De La Rosa
Salma Selena Delgado
Ashley C. Dike

Lillian Grace Espinosa
April Lynn Espinoza
Leila N. Fair 3

Nadine T. Fitiani
Alyna Flores

Miranda Galvan
Jessica Garcia ?
Madeline Kay Garcia 3
Melody Nicole Garcia
Abigail Rae Garza
Adalie Garza

Sujaira Garza

Charity N. Gellington 3
Angela Leelyn Gomez Generillo
Anirudh Giridharan
Scarlet Gonzalez
Chelsea Renee Green

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON



Chloe Lei Gutierrez
Michelle Ha 3

Tasmia Kashfia Haque 2
Mckayla F. Hastings 3
Arlett E. Hernandez Chavez
Jennifer Hoang 2

Valentina Hortua ?

Meraa M. Husainat '’
Audrey T. Huynh

Mandy T. Huynh 2

Jela K. James

Tahoor A. Jaura

Brianna Donae Johnson
Cristeena Josphien 3

Joyce Joy ?

Dalia A. Kaissi 3

Vivian Victoria Kennedy
Alyan Khan

Anab Khatri 2

Rehan Khatri’

Sevi Oluwabusola Kuton
Jesseca Mae Layman’

Amy Le

Chantel Thuy Trang Le "4
Nicole M. Londoff
Alexander L. Lopez

Kate O. Lopez ?

Jacquelyn Lopez Monroy 3
Jennifer Marlene Marin Hernandez
Antonia O. Marinoni
Reyna Marquez Lugo *
Madison Nicole Marshall
Abby Cecilia Martinez ?
Diana B. Martinez

Emily Michelle Melara
Rachel Yvonne Mesa

Paola Daniela Meza Estrada
Mehraiel Wessam Mikhail 3
Maria Camila Montoya
Harley Elizabeth Morrison 3
Esther Nanyangwe

Ashley Hong Truc Nguyen’
Cuu Y. Nhi Nguyen

Jason H. Nguyen

Jessica Dang Nguyen *
Khoi Nguyen 2

Lily My Hanh Nguyen 3
Stephanie Truc Nguyen
Tony A. Nguyen ?

Vicky Nguyen

Amanda C. Oforka

1

Oghenetejiri O. Ogboru *
Faith U. Okon

Christine Chiamaka Onwubiko
Cecilia Pacheco Rojas
Kirsten Simone Parks

Ashley Yanira Pavon’

Jaycob Cesar Perales
Alexandra S. Perez 2

Amanda Perez 3

Vincent M. Pham

Kayla Renea Proctor 3

Yusra Rizwan Qureshi’
Siomara Ramirez

Jasmine Nicolle Ramos *
Keeley Randle
Valerie Rangel

Suraj Sai Ravuri
Yasmine Rawas ?
Jamie Nicole Rucker ?
Erica Cristine Sanchez '
Mariela Sanchez
Anjali Sareen’
Caroline A. Sarver 2
Kimberly Serrano Cruz
Sueda Sevinc’
Mahnoor Shahab 3
Arshee Shenavari ?
Mohammad Mueen Shurafa
Olivia G. Silcio-Smith ?
Jesline A. Simon

Tamia Smallwood
Savannah Dawn Smith’
Elizabeth Lee Sprain
Kenya Ayodeji Sulaiman
Jennifer A. Ta’

Farook Yakeen Tannir 2
Aya Tekrouri

Helen Temesgen

Katelyn Deon Teran

Orit Natnaiel Tesfamariam
Berea Thompson

Noemi Torres '

Raja’ Raquel Traylor
Hannah Thao Truong
Kayla T. Truong 3
Arianna C. Tyler

Disha Vats

Isabella A. Velasquez
Nooreen Naseem Verich
Anh Duy Justin D. Vo3
Devin J. Watkins

2

University of Houston
College of Education

Commencement Ceremony

Josilyn Marie Zuniga Carreon 3

Human Development
and Family Sciences
Leena Bassem Abdulaziz
Joselyne L. Alfaro

Ana Marie Almaraz

Jasmine Arceo

Dutchess Ademidun Ashiru
Maricarmen Aviles Aguirre '
Betzavel Yadhira Barajas
Rana Omar Bitar’

Karla Marian Canaca’
Ashley Nathaly Cardona ?
Sandy Cidhom 3

Essien Denise Cooper '
Katelyn Duong’

Samantha Mariella Espinosa’
Jessica Esqueda?

Shumara Jhynae Finley
Maryah Jayde Gonzales '
Emerson G. Guido

Gabriela Jordan Johnson-Correia
Aisha Khan

Millana Simone Le-Masakela 2
Feiyan Li?

Stephanie Elaine Llanas ?
Claudia Cristina Martinez 2
Sharon Kwamboka Orio
Avigail Pleitez

Jordan Anthony Ramos
Sevinch Shavkatova 3
Michelle Torres *

Vy T. Tran

Melanie Valle

Avaya Marie Vargas 3

Reyna E. Ventura

Tamia Jorda Wesley 3

Evelyn Jael Zelaya’

Teaching and Learning
Azul A. Aguillon’
Marcela Vanessa Aguirre ’
Angie S. Alarcon ?
Mariam M. Al-Durra "4
Sophie Angela Alper’
Marissa Soledad Aviles ?
Briana Gizelle Ball
Anisa Bekiri’

Juliana R. Benitez’

Angel Gabriel Bernal Aguilera’
Aida Bolyskhan’

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)

Fall 2025 Commencement
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Yliana Olivia Calvillo *
Julissa Campos’

Renee Kanica Chan’
Leslie Coronado 2

Faviola Dominguez '
Alexander Joseph Dudley *
Sarah Elbashary ?

Isabella Fonseca’

Ana Yareli Franco’
Celeste Rita Ghoussoub’
Itzel A. Gomez’

Melissa Joann Gomez " #
Melody Raytha Guerrero ?
Andrea Zenaida Guzman'’
Erendira Citlaly Hernandez 3
Melissa Hernandez '
Denyse Hernandez Reyes *
Lisa Lee Hoang’

Indira Jackson’

Alana Joy Jardinel’

Carla Isela Kanzig

Hope Elise Lange 2

Raemi Sky Lopez >

Chelsea Brianne Loudermilk ’
Melissa Lucatero ?

Monica V. Luna

Edelyn Mackinnon 3
Agustina Mansilla’

Danielle Marin’

Payton Nicole Martin ?
Andrea Adriana Martinez Lozoya "4
Elsie Daniella Medrano ?
Kelsie Gabriella Medrano 2
Riya Modi’

Alizah Marie Morales’
Mayra Neyra '

Tracy Pham Nguyen’
Jacqueline R. Pena’

Brenda Perez’

Yeni Sarahi Perez’

Maggie N. Riddle ?
Genesis N. Salazar’
Meilin K Samuel 2
Therese Sanchez’
Da-Xa Hailey Serrano 2
Madison R. Smith 3
Luis Valdez Solano 3
Leslie Amelia Stevenson '
Courtney Thompkins '
Karen L. Torres
Melissa Torres 2

Kasia Giavan Tran »#
Kelly Tran’

Lindsey D. Tran’
Sophia Tien Tran’
Tracy T. Tran 3

Joana Camila Vera’
Alexis Villanueva '
Kassandra Zapata’

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer (Highest GPA)

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON



University of Houston

Undergraduate Student Success

Commencement Ceremony

Undergraduate Student Success

summer 2025 — Graduates

.........................................................................................................................................................

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Hassan Ahmed

Gulara Alaskarova
Satnam Singh Banga
Victoria A. Boone
Maritza Cantu

Rodrigo I. Castaneda
Lily Eve Caudill

Torren Eli Jah Coppage
Endra B. Cosby

Chelsea Melissa Fuentes
Stewart C. Gettys

Erin Michelle Hayes

Gabriel Herrera

Kenneth Alexander Jimenez
Mohammad B. Khan
Michelle Nicole Klein

John Abuya Kumenda

Drew Caldwell Madrid
Julian A. Marquez

Alex Dang Nguyen

Dominic Humberto Noriega
Collin Charles-Bernard Plummer
Kateri Poole

Fall 2025 - Candidates for Graduation

.........................................................................................................................................................

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
McKenzie Martinez Agnello
Raghav Baskar

A’Nya Jonet Belin 3

Bradley Boring 3

Sarah Briggs

Kyle Steven Brown

Christina Isabella Bryant 3
Amaiya Kassidy Chalasani
Dylan Patrick Chapellat
Allison Aylin Chileno

Zeon Jerimah Chriss

Miriam Lizbeth Cohetero
Maximiliano David Colin
Alexhandra Patricia Collins
Giona Felice Collins

Thomas A. Covarrubias
Valeria M. Davila

Miriam Alexis Dempsey Davis
Tristan G. Deveyra

Tatiana Amaka Dikas

Cora Dowd Rolls

Onyinyechi Chizaram Ejiofor
Kyle William Evans 3

Johann Enrique Fitch

Brady David Fuller

Lizbeth Garcia

Jackson Andrew Gilliland
Michelle R. Gomez

Laney Brianne Gonzales

Andrew Daniel Gonzalez
Zesus A. Gonzalez

Briana Michelle Granados
Kalyn Griggs

Kevin Dorale Grubbs
Adrian L. Guloy

Reina Heatley

Rosalie Hernandez
Valerie Hernandez

Erik Christian Herrera
Nahidah Ali Hussein

Linh K. Huynh

Fabrielle Salsabila Igirisa
MayaR. Iyer

Tarun Rao Jangama ?
Tonya Nichelle Johnson
Matthew R. Keo
Quindario Kendrall Lee
Daniel O. Lopez

Jerson Andres Lopez
Pedro A. Lopez Sanchez
Hannah S. Louviere-Mobley
Jackson Lubuta

Kevin Luu

Kaitlyn S. Lyons
Alexandrine Beirite Makhoul 3
Tatenda Nicole Makukutu
Mercy Mata

Kaycee Andrea McCoy
Pratyush Mehta

Jessie Quach

Abigail Araceli Rangel
Debrielle Mikayla Raze
Albalene Rodriguez
Joshua Albert Romano
Layla Salgado

Eric Son

Linesha Osheen Thompson
Jahmar Odell Thorpe
Adrianna Christine Toledo
Catherinne Torres Rubio
Jeslyn Udumala

Cedric Dwayne Meltonn
Averie S. Moes
Alleen Moran
Nicholas Muifioz
Natalie Marysol Murillo 3
Miracle Nans
Meesam Fahim Naqvi
Abigail Nguyen
Alex D. Nguyen
Apple Cici Quyhn

Nhu Hong Nguyen
Nathan Le Nguyen
Oghenefejiro Chantel Notoma-Jefia
Damilola E. Oluwashakin
Daniel Flores Pecson
Hector A. Perez 3
Vincent T. Perez
Alex B. Phan
Valeria Pichardo
John T. Pittman
Janine Pitts
Matthew Pizzano
Cody Christopher Pratt
Elnecia J. Preston
Madison M. Raanes
Zarek Khan Rashid
Sheridan Lynn Reed
Fatima A. Rizvi
Alex Rodriguez
Bianca Rodriguez Caskey

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer

Fall 2025 Commencement
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University of Houston
Undergraduate Student Success

Commencement Ceremony

Andrew Seeberger Ronecia Latrice Thomas
Umair A. Shamsuddin Elbert Claiborne Thompson
Kyle W. She >4 Adriana E. Tigner

Ashton Juliet Shuck Viney Touch

Miya Diane Nichole Simmons Teresa Tran

Alvaro Soto Rebecca A. Unger-Moon '
Xavier Ladell Stillman Zirasol Azul Villatoro

Shain Virani

Shalalan Marlis Washington
Stuart A. Wiseman

Crysti Wu

Alyssa’Jo Zavala

Tedros Sleshe Zemene

1 Summa Cum Laude - 2 Magna Cum Laude - 3 Cum Laude - 4 Banner Bearer

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON
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The Honors College

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

Message from the Dean
Dear Fall 2025 Graduates,

Congratulations on your graduation from the Honors College at the University
of Houston! Your talents and motivation have culminated in the impressive
achievements we recognize today. Think back to your first semester and how
far you have come. Honors courses have challenged you to think deeply about
the nature of being human, as individuals and in societies. They’ve asked you to
think beyond your major to gain insights from different perspectives. You've been encouraged to
take what you learn beyond the classroom into research and community engagement.

The faculty, staff, and fellow students of the Honors College have been members of your team.
They are now cheering you on as you begin your career or continue your studies in graduate or
professional programs. We take pride in your achievements, and take comfort knowing that, though
you are leaving on this new journey, the Honors College will always be a part of your life. Stay
connected with the College and use your success to inspire future generations and support the
many programs and scholarships that you enjoyed during your time here.

We know that you are well-prepared to lead in your chosen field and to contribute solutions to the
grand challenges we face in this ever-changing world. As you find your place in a new community,
be bold in ethical action and stand strong in the face of adversity. We believe in you!

Best,

Heidi Appel
Dean of the Honors College
Professor of Biology ¢ Biochemistry

Fall 2025 Commencement
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The Honors College

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

The Honors College Honors

.........................................................................................................................................................

The Honors College at the University of Houston offers students special opportunities to develop their academic
abilities. Below are the Honors College designations.

University Honors and University Honors with Honors in Major
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum (36 hours) graduate with University Honors. If students also
complete a senior honors thesis, they graduate with University Honors with Honors in Major.

Collegiate Honors and Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major

Students who fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of their major, including 21 hours of honors
courses; who complete an Honors College minor, or who complete 21 hours of approved honors courses. If students also
complete a senior honors thesis, they graduate with Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major.

Membership in The Honors College and Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major
Students who affiliate with the Honors College during their undergraduate years and complete fewer than 21 hours
of honors courses. If students also complete a senior honors thesis and fulfill the requirements of their major with
distinction, they graduate with Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major.

Honors in Major
Students who complete a senior honors thesis but are not members of the Honors College.

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON



University Honors with Honors in Major

.........................................................................................................................................................

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL
ARTS AND SOCIAL
SCIENCES

Reece Simmons

COLLEGE OF NATURAL
SCIENCES AND
MATHEMATICS

Shaiza Pasha

Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major

.........................................................................................................................................................

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL
ARTS AND SOCIAL
SCIENCES

Alyssa Marie Stewart

Honors in Major

.........................................................................................................................................................

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Gada Al Taie

University Honors

.........................................................................................................................................................

C. T. BAUER COLLEGE
OF BUSINESS

Emma Xuan Biasotti
Kenya Cardenas

Emma Catherine Christensen
Shaema George
Samantha Gonzalez
Simon Henry

Zuha Batool Kazmi
Fahim Kunhi Mohamed
Sarah Maria Lahlali
Josephine Amber Liu
Liam Ty Lucas

Sarina Momin

Lauren Isabel Morales
Gabrielle Renee Murat
Minh-An Nguyen
Zachary Kent Patton
Jason Ren

Nikolas Skarzenski
David Torres

Justin Torres

Fall 2025 Commencement

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL
ARTS AND SOCIAL
SCIENCES

Gerald Cedillo

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Dalia Kaissi
Abby Martinez
Yasmine Rawas
Ayse Sevinc
Devin Watkins

CULLEN COLLEGE OF
ENGINEERING

Rudolph Barrels

Craig A. Gilmore

Kaden I. Helmka
Lance D. Ishimura

CONRAD N. HILTON
COLLEGE OF GLOBAL
HOSPITALITY
LEADERSHIP

Gina Grenyo

University of Houston
The Honors College

COLLEGE OF NATURAL
SCIENCES AND
MATHEMATICS

Maggie Fuller
Aleia Sen
Ben Jose Tuason

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL
ARTS AND SOCIAL
SCIENCES

Vanessa Sena Adeti
Gracie Austin

Dylan Bouyer

Noah Cook

Coreen Dacosta

Asia Alyiah Darby

Kailey Dianne Delorenzo
Yasmeen Elfeki

Evelyn Entrekin

Richard Espinosa-Garza
Alexandra Goodin

Alex Faith Heiliger
Simisola Jaiyesimi

Anum Khan

Aditi Kashinath Khareedhi
Wendy Novoa

Lauren Marie Ogburn
Rekia Powers

Gemma Satterwhite
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University of Houston
The Honors College

Teasia Tamar Stewart
Jody Taller

Hadi Totonchian
Melanie Valencia
Sidon Weldai
Kamryn Williams

Collegiate Honors

COLLEGE OF NATURAL
SCIENCES AND
MATHEMATICS

Lara Badran

Mike Bastidas

Julianna Marie Hamilton
Vaishnavi Jayaraman

Andrea Martinez Rodriguez
Lizbet Valdez

ANDY AND BARBARA
GESSNER COLLEGE
OF NURSING

Mekha Thomas

.........................................................................................................................................................

KATHRINE G.
MCGOVERN COLLEGE
OF THE ARTS

Rebecca Unger-Moon

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

Oreoluwa Timileyin Adejuwon

CULLEN COLLEGE OF
ENGINEERING
Ali Nidal Ardda

Zachary Franics Carr
Teddie Ann Hall

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL
ARTS AND SOCIAL
SCIENCES

Elizabeth Afeni

Zain Ali

Sebastian M Breaux
Faith Brown

Madeleine Olivia Couling
Benito Del Toro

Carla Flores

Joshua Godfrin

Lizbeth Jaimes

Talisa Jenkins

Grace Lewis

Annika Monroe

Shanaya Premjee

Jesse Quintero

Joshua Roberson
Catherine Olivia Rodriguez
Deanna Luisa Rojas
Oluwafifunmi Shonuga
Elise Shoss

Duaa Tanvir

Samari Eugene Telfort
Bridget Marie Thompson

Membership in The Honors College

.........................................................................................................................................................

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL
ARTS AND SOCIAL
SCIENCES

Brandon Martinez
Syed Rizvi

COLLEGE OF NATURAL
SCIENCES AND
MATHEMATICS

Shivani Gadhavi

COLLEGE OF NATURAL
SCIENCES AND
MATHEMATICS

Aiman Rafiq Ali

Mohammad Shamsuddin Anwar
Michael Bui

Brice Gallardo

Clark Horak

Omoyeni O. Kuku

Mustafa Meraj

Stephen Nwosu

Shanaya Premjee

Zoubida Houda Rezki

Miguel Trejo

UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENT SUCCESS -
INTEGRATED STUDIES

Maya Iyer

ANDY AND BARBARA
GESSNER COLLEGE
OF NURSING

Kasey Jackson
Sheila Lopez Baltazar

UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON
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Alumni Association
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON

Message from the UH Alumni Foundation Board President

Let me be the first to welcome you to the UH Alumni Association.

You are joining a global network of over 305,000 Cougars. With your
participation, we can only grow stronger. As you embark on this next
chapter, know that your Alumni Association is here to help you stay
connected with your beloved alma mater. From volunteering at an event,
joining an Association or Network, signing on to UH Link, to becoming a
Life Member, the opportunities to engage are endless.

Please scan the QR code below to enjoy all the activities that soon await you. In the
meantime, savor this moment and continue to soar.

True we'll ever be and Go Coogs!

Sindy 9. R

Sandy Lee ('84)
UH Alumni Association Foundation Board President

Have You Completed
Your Alumni Checklist?

Of 0

(=] e e

https://houstonalumni.com/recent-grads/
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