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Fall 2025 Commencement 3

Message from the President

Dear University of Houston Graduates,
It is my joy to congratulate you on reaching this remarkable milestone. 
Receiving your college degree is an incredible achievement, and today we 
all celebrate you.
This accomplishment not only reflects your intellect and knowledge, but 
also signifies your grit, drive and ingenuity. The character you’ve developed 

and invaluable life skills you’ve gained will propel you throughout your career and lifetime. Be 
confident knowing you are now equipped to reach your full potential. 
As you leave this University and embark on a new path, thank your professors, advisors, 
family and friends who supported you throughout this journey. Moreover, stay connected to 
your University as a volunteer or student mentor. I know you’ll continue to grow and have 
much to share.
You’ve earned your degree from a Tier One institution, world-renowned for its academic 
excellence, cutting-edge research and dynamic athleticism. Today, you join the ranks of 
thousands of alumni who have achieved incredible success — and I know you will too. 
Once again, congratulations, Coogs. The world awaits you!
With warm regards, 

Renu Khator
President, University of Houston
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Fall 2025 Commencement 5

Message from the Provost

Dear Fall Graduates,
Congratulations on reaching this extraordinary milestone! Today, we 
celebrate not only your academic achievement but also the dedication, 
resilience, and determination that brought you here.
Earning a degree from the University of Houston is a significant 
accomplishment. Whether you are the first in your family to graduate or 

continuing a proud tradition, this moment reflects years of hard work and perseverance. It is also 
a moment of pride for our institution, as your success has always been at the heart of our mission.
 As you move forward—whether into a professional career, graduate studies, or new 
opportunities—remember the many individuals who supported you along the way. Stay 
connected with classmates, faculty, and staff who guided and encouraged you. Express 
gratitude to family and friends whose unwavering support made this day possible.
 Above all, take time to honor yourself. Balancing academic responsibilities with work, family, 
and other commitments required strength and determination. Today, you stand ready to embrace 
the rewards of your efforts and the distinction of being a University of Houston graduate.
 Though you may leave our campus, you will always remain part of the Cougar family. Carry 
forward the proud tradition of UH alumni and represent our university with integrity and 
excellence in all that you do.
Once again, congratulations on this remarkable achievement. We look forward to seeing the 
great things you will accomplish.
 Sincerely,

Diane Z. Chase 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost, University of Houston
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University of Houston System

Board of Regents
Jack B. Moore, Chairman

Ricky Raven, Vice Chairman
Gregory C. King, Secretary

Durga D. Agrawal
Alonzo Cantu

Adrian Caraves
Patrick Fertitta
Beth Madison

University of Houston

President
Renu Khator

President’s Cabinet

Raymond S. Bartlett 
Senior Vice President for Administration and Finance

Diane Z. Chase 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

Dona Hamilton Cornell 
Vice President for Legal Affairs and General Counsel

Russell T. Dunlavy 
Vice President for Advancement and Alumni

Micah Glenn 
Chief of Staff

Lisa K. Holdeman 
Vice President for Marketing and Communications

Paul R. Kittle 
Vice President for Student Affairs

Ramanan Krishnamoorti 
Vice President for Energy and Innovation

Jonathan McCullers 
Vice President for Health Affairs and 

Dean of the Tilman J. Fertitta Family College of Medicine

Claudia Neuhauser 
Vice President for Research

Eddie Nuñez 
Vice President for Intercollegiate Athletics

Jason Smith 
Vice President for Government and Community Relations

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston Deans

Heidi Appel 
Dean 

The Honors College

Leonard M. Baynes 
Dean 

Hugh Roy and Lillie Cranz Cullen 
Distinguished Chair, and Professor of Law 

UH Law Center

Andrew Davis 
Founding Dean 

Cullen Foundation Endowed Dean’s Chair 
Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Gregory B. Dudley 
Dean  

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics 

Yarneccia D. Dyson 
Dean 

Graduate College of Social Work

Xianjun Geng 
Dean 

Cullen Distinguished Chair 
C. T. Bauer College of Business

Christina H. Gola 
Dean 

University of Houston Libraries

Jim Granato 
Dean 

Hobby School of Public Affairs

Catherine Horn 
Dean  

Elizabeth D. Rockwell Chair 
College of Education

Teri Elkins Longacre 
Dean 

Undergraduate Student Success

Jonathan McCullers 
Dean 

Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Medicine 
Tilman J. Fertitta Family College of Medicine

Daniel P. O’Connor 
Dean 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Patricia Belton Oliver 
Dean 

ACSA Distinguished Professor 
Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture and Design

F. Lamar Pritchard 
Dean 

Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Pharmacy 
College of Pharmacy

Dennis Reynolds 
Dean  

Barron Hilton Distinguished Chair 
Conrad N. Hilton College of 
Global Hospitality Leadership

Pradeep Sharma 
Dean 

Hugh Roy and Lillie Cranz Cullen 
Distinguished University Professor 
Cullen College of Engineering

Kathryn M. Tart 
Founding Dean 

Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Nursing 
Andy and Barbara Gessner College of Nursing

Michael Twa 
Dean 

Humana Endowed Dean’s Chair in Optometry 
College of Optometry

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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The University of Houston was established as the 
Houston Junior College in 1927. As the college grew, 
it prospered and officially became the four-year 
University of Houston in 1934. Two years later, the 
college attained land for a permanent campus, and 
in 1939 it constructed its first building, the Roy 
G. Cullen Building. The University became a state 
institution in 1963.
The University includes 14 academic colleges, one 
school and a multidisciplinary Honors College, 
collectively teaching a wide array of subjects – from 
math, arts and engineering to law, pharmacy and 
business. What started as a campus with a single 
building has grown into a world-class university, 
offering over 285 undergraduate and graduate 
programs to more than 46,000 students annually.
The Cougars consistently compete at the highest 
levels, earning conference championships, bowl 
game invitations and NCAA Final Four appearances. 
In 2023, UH joined the Big 12 Conference — a hard-
fought mission to join a Power Four conference.
UH is a Carnegie-designated Tier One public 
research university, and its public service and 

community activities, such as cultural offerings, 
clinical services, policy studies and small business 
initiatives, serve a diverse metropolitan population. 
Likewise, the resources of the Gulf Coast Region 
complement and enrich the University’s academic 
programs, providing students with professional 
expertise, practical experience and career 
opportunities. This unprecedented success has been 
followed by a string of similar achievements, being 
awarded a Phi Beta Kappa honor society chapter, the 
opening of Houston’s first medical school in nearly 
50 years, more than tripling the number of National 
Academy members on the faculty and dramatically 
improving the graduation rates.
The University consistently earns accolades for 
its students’ achievements, such as the top 50 of 
Forbes’ list of America’s Top Colleges and Princeton 
Review’s “50 Best Value Public Colleges.” It also 
ranks 36th in the nation on U.S. News & World 
Report’s 2025 social mobility index ranking and 
among the top 100 universities in the world for 
utility patents. Moreover, President Renu Khator is 
boldly leading UH to become a U.S. News & World 
Report top 50 public university.

University of Houston History

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Gerald D. Hines College 
of Architecture and Design

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Violet

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Violet 
	 Tassel: Black

Kathrine G. McGovern 
College of the Arts

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Brown

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Brown 
	 Hood (Music): Pink 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Pink 
	 Tassel: Red

C. T. Bauer College of Business
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Dark Blue

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Drab 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Education
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Light Blue

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Light Blue 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood (Ed.D.): Light Blue 
	 Hood (Ph.D.): Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Cullen College of Engineering
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Orange

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Orange 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Conrad N. Hilton College of 
Global Hospitality Leadership

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Navy

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Navy, Red and White 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Academic costumes of today have a history of nearly eight centuries. In medieval Europe, all townspeople 
wore long flowing robes and gowns. The materials and colors were governed by royal decree. Gradually, 
distinctive gowns were developed for the various professions, trades and guilds. Scholars wore robes and 
hoods to protect their shaved heads. Later, skullcaps were worn on the head, and the hoods became a cape 
that could be pulled over the head during unpleasant weather.
As additional universities were founded, distinctive forms of the gown and hood were adapted by their 
faculties for bachelor’s (apprentices of the arts), master’s (teachers) and doctoral (teachers who had completed 
postgraduate studies). When caps and hats came into fashion in the 15th century, the hoods became 
ornamental, draped over the shoulders and down the back.
The academic hat was first worn as a symbol of the master’s degree and existed in various forms. The 
mortarboard style comes to us from Oxford University. When academic costumes came to America in 1754, 
styles were quite varied. In Europe, they still are; however, in our country, usage has been standardized by the 
Intercollegiate Code of Academic Costume.

Commencement Traditions
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UH Law Center
Master’s Degree	 Hood: Purple 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Purple 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Citron

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Citron 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Tilman J. Fertitta Family 
College of Medicine

Doctor of Medicine Degree 
	 Hood: Kelly Green 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Golden Yellow

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Golden Yellow 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Dark Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Andy and Barbara Gessner 
College of Nursing

Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Apricot

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Apricot 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Apricot 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Optometry
Master’s Degree	 Hood: Gold 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree 
	 Hood: Royal Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Optometry Degree 
	 Hood: Seafoam Green 
	 Tassel: Red

College of Pharmacy
Bachelor’s Degree 	 Tassel: Olive

Master’s Degree 	 Hood: Olive 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctor of Philosophy Degree

	 Hood: Royal Blue 
	 Tassel: Red

Doctor of Pharmacy Degree 
	 Hood: Olive 
	 Tassel: Red

Graduate College 
of Social Work

Master’s Degree	 Hood: Citron 
	 Tassel: Black

Doctoral Degree	 Hood: Citron 
	 Tassel: Red

Hobby School of Public Affairs
Bachelor’s Degree	 Tassel: Peacock Blue

Master’s Degree 	 Hood: Peacock Blue 
	 Tassel: Black

Undergraduate Student Success
Bachelor’s Degree 	 Tassel: White

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Ceremonial Symbols

The Seal
Throughout history, seals have been used to authenticate official documents. The 
University of Houston and UH System seals both bear the Official Seal of Arms of 
General Sam Houston, as handed down to him from his noble ancestors. It includes 
the escutcheon in the center of the seal — consisting of checkered chevrons denoting 
nobility — and three martlets, gentle lowland birds that symbolize peace and 
deliverance. A winged hourglass is placed above the shield. Surmounting this is the 
motto “In Tempore,” meaning “In Time.” The greyhounds indicate speed of giving 
aid. The UH seal was first adopted in 1938 as the present campus was established. 
Although the look of the seal has evolved over the years, the first version was etched 
into the floor of the Roy G. Cullen Building.
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University Mace
The University Mace, which is carried in academic processions, is a staff symbolizing 
the University’s authority and unity. The tradition of the academic mace began in 
the late 14th century when two ancient instruments, the royal scepter and the battle 
mace, were combined to form a university president’s symbol of authority.

The Alma Mater

All hail to thee,
Our Houston University.

Our hearts fill with gladness
When we think of thee.
We’ll always adore thee

Dear old varsity.
And to thy memory cherished,

True we’ll ever be.

Words and music by Harmony Class of 1942



12 UNIVERSITY of HOUSTON

Academic Honors
Academic honors are based on the requirements of the catalog year students entered the University. The 
final designation for honors is determined by the Provost’s Office upon final completion of all degree 
requirements.
Undergraduates who have graduated with the stated academic honors have achieved the following grade 
point averages earned in the last 54 hours completed at the University of Houston.

		  3.90 to 4.0	 Summa Cum Laude (with Highest Honors)

		  3.70 to 3.89	 Magna Cum Laude (with High Honors)

		  3.50 to 3.69	 Cum Laude (with Honors)

This roster does not include the names of degree holders who chose to withhold information under the 
Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act.

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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Summa Cum Laude – 4.0 GPA Graduates

The following graduates are recognized for achieving Summa Cum Laude with a 4.0 cumulative grade point 
average while also completing their degree within four years of starting their first semester in college at the 
University of Houston.

Summer 2025

Kyle Ryan Pucheta 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Fall 2025

Jayla N. Bowman 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Erik Garza 
Bachelor of Arts in Strategic Communication 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Gina Noel Grenyo 
Bachelor of Science in Global Hospitality Leadership 

Conrad N. Hilton College of Global 
Hospitality Leadership

Matthew Thanh Ho 
Bachelor of Science in Biology 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

Nimisha Vinod Khiantani 
Bachelor of Business Administration  
in Management Information Systems 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Chantel Thuy Trang Le 
Bachelor of Science in Health 

College of Education

Ivan R. Mariscal 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Averey Ellen Mokry 
Bachelor of Science in Human Resource Development 

Cullen College of Engineering

Khoa T. Nguyen 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Namita Patel 
Bachelor of Business Administration 

 in Management Information Systems 
C.T. Bauer College of Business

Kamryn N. Sterling 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting 

Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts

Erin Zaragosa Stilley 
Bachelor of Science in Digital Media 
Cullen College of Engineering

Alex Dat-Huy Tran 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing 

C.T. Bauer College of Business

Kasia Giavan Tran 
Bachelor of Science in Teaching and Learning 

College of Education

Kelsey M. Wong 
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

Honorary Degree

Tilman J. Fertitta

A revered entrepreneur, philanthropist and civic leader, Tilman J. Fertitta 
is U.S. Ambassador to Italy and San Marino and former chairman of 
the University of Houston System Board of Regents. Born in Galveston, 
Texas, Fertitta lived in Houston for most of his life, where he grew a small 
restaurant company into a multi-industry, billion-dollar enterprise. He 
is the sole owner of Fertitta Entertainment, which owns restaurant giant 
Landry’s, the Golden Nugget Hotel and Casinos, and the NBA’s Houston 
Rockets, among other ventures. 
A savvy businessman, Fertitta is a self-made billionaire who has shared 
his knowledge with other entrepreneurs through his New York Times 

best-selling book, “Shut up and Listen!” and CNBC’s “Billion Dollar Buyer” TV series. He 
has received numerous honors, including Ernst & Young’s Entrepreneur of the Year Award, 
induction into the Texas Business Hall of Fame as the second youngest inductee, Amusement 
Today’s Person of the Year and Casino Journal’s Executive of the Year, among others. 
Fertitta is committed to giving back to his community, having served on several nonprofit 
boards and committees, including the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, the Greater 
Houston Partnership, the Texas Heart Institute, and as chairman of the Houston Children’s 
Charity and the Houston Police Foundation. 
A champion of higher education, he served on the UH System Board of Regents for over 
15 years, and as its chairman from 2014 until 2025. His strategic leadership and relentless 
advocacy elevated the University of Houston to top-tier status in research, academic 
rankings and athletics, earning it prestigious recognition in Forbes’ America’s Top Colleges 
rankings, the Princeton Review’s “50 Best Value Public Colleges” and membership in the Big 
12 Conference. 
A prolific philanthropist, in 2016, he donated $20 million to renovate the University of 
Houston’s basketball arena — the largest individual donation ever made to UH Athletics 
at that time. In 2022, he donated $50 million to UH’s College of Medicine, which aims to 
improve health outcomes in the city and state’s underserved communities — a mission 
Fertitta deeply values. In recognition of this incredible generosity, the basketball arena and 
the College of Medicine both bear the Fertitta name.

—————

The Doctor of Humane Letters degrees, honoris causa, given for exemplary service 
to the University of Houston or society at large, is the highest honor UH can bestow.



Fall 2025 Commencement 15

University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

President’s Medallion 

Cynthia and George Mitchell Foundation

The Cynthia and George Mitchell Foundation seeks innovative, sustainable solutions at 
the nexus of environmental protection, economic vibrancy, and human well-being. Since 
its incorporation in 1978, the late George P. Mitchell and Cynthia Woods Mitchell, and the 
foundation have distributed or pledged an estimated $800 million in grants to myriad causes, 
programs and institutions.
Since 1994, CGMF has given more than $21 million to the University of Houston, with most 
of the funding generously supporting the arts. The foundation’s interest in the arts is rooted in 
the sensibilities of Cynthia Woods Mitchell, who came to Houston in 1939 to study literature, 
art, and psychology at UH. Cynthia believed in the arts’ capacity to lift spirits, enhance intellect, 
broaden perspectives, and open avenues in people’s lives.
In honor of Cynthia, in 2003, George pledged $20 million to support UH’s arts programs. 
Working closely with UH leadership, the Mitchell family proposed a programmatic alliance 
among the School of Arts, Moores School of Music, the School of Theatre & Dance, the 
Creative Writing Program and Blaffer Art Museum. The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Center for 
the Arts was born and is now thriving within UH’s Kathrine G. McGovern College of the Arts. 
Today, the center fosters bold collaboration across disciplines, inspires innovation, and fuels 
creative partnerships on campus and across Houston’s creative landscape. Each year, funding 
supports various initiatives such as grants for faculty research and creative activity, student 
scholarships, a visiting artists program and residencies for post-graduate fellows. 
Since 2019, CGMF has also provided over $200,000 in support to the Immanuel and Helen 
Olshan Texas Music Festival at UH, which brings together musicians from around the world to 
learn, collaborate, and perform classical music. 
Equally committed to advancing the sciences, in June 2025, CGMF made a $1.1 million gift to 
UH’s Cullen College of Engineering for life-changing research on Usher Syndrome — a genetic 
disorder that can lead to deafness and blindness in children. The transformative gift will help 
accelerate treatments to improve vision and hearing for thousands. 

—————

The President’s Medallion is awarded at the sole discretion of the President to individuals 
and organizations that have distinguished themselves  

by their support of the University of Houston and the community.
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University of Houston

Commencement Ceremony

President’s Medallion

Memorial Hermann Health System

Memorial Hermann Health System is one of the largest nonprofit health systems in 
Southeast Texas, delivering value-driven care through 17 hospitals and numerous specialty 
programs and services across Greater Houston. The award-winning system is home to one 
of the country’s busiest level 1 trauma hospitals and TIRR Memorial Hermann — one of the 
top three rehabilitation hospitals in the nation. 
As Houston’s only community-owned health system, Memorial Hermann provides care that 
extends beyond its hospital walls. Each year, it contributes more than $474 million through 
school-based health centers and various community health programs. In recognition of 
its leadership in community engagement, Memorial Hermann was awarded the American 
Hospital Association’s Foster G. McGaw Prize for Excellence in Community Service in 2023. 
For nearly three decades, Memorial Hermann has been a steadfast partner of the University 
of Houston, and the official health care provider for UH Athletics. Its philanthropic support 
and alliance have played a vital role in advancing the University’s mission. In 1998 and 
again in 2006, Memorial Hermann’s contributions aided the expansion of UH’s Sugar 
Land campus, strengthening the region’s educational offerings. In 2019, it established a 
scholarship for Human Resource Development majors at the Cullen College of Engineering, 
helping remove financial barriers to obtaining a degree. 
In 2023, UH Athletics and Memorial Hermann launched a new chapter with the health 
system’s transformative pledge for the University’s planned state-of-the-art Football 
Operations Center. The pledge also included scholarships for student-athletes. In honor 
of its support, the center was named the Memorial Hermann Football Operations Center, 
which opened in fall 2025. The 160,000-square-foot facility features a cutting-edge sports 
performance center, an academic support services suite, a dynamic locker room facility, 
student-athlete flex space and more. Elevating the fan experience, it also provides additional 
premium seating options to TDECU Stadium with 14 suites, a 450-seat club section with 
access to an 11,000 square-foot club and a 300-seat roof terrace. 
A dedicated community leader, Memorial Hermann’s generosity has elevated Houston 
Football in the Big 12 Conference and made students’ higher education dreams a reality. 

—————

The President’s Medallion is awarded at the sole discretion of the President to individuals 
and organizations that have distinguished themselves  

by their support of the University of Houston and the community.
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Message from the Dean

Dear Class of 2025:
Today marks a significant milestone – a day to celebrate your hard-earned 
achievements, reflect on the journey that brought you to this point, and 
look forward with optimism to the future that awaits. As graduates of the 
University of Houston, you stand on the brink of new beginnings, armed 
with the knowledge and skills you’ve developed during your time at the 

College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CLASS).
Your class stands out in its unity and determination. In a world that can often seem 
fragmented, your resolve and pioneering spirit serve as powerful examples of what can be 
achieved with dedication and hard work. 
As you transition from students to alumni, remember that you are stepping out into a world 
that needs your perspective and leadership. The education you’ve received, grounded in a deep 
understanding of and respect for humanity, has equipped you with knowledge and a profound 
sense of personal and social responsibility to apply your talents for the greater good. Your 
journey at the University of Houston has prepared you to confront the world’s complexities 
with the critical thinking skills, ethical perspectives and courage necessary to make positive 
change. I know that you will meet the challenges of our times with the same determination and 
commitment that have brought you to this moment.
The path ahead may lead you to further academic endeavors, professional pursuits or 
community service, but wherever you go, the lessons learned and the resilience forged here 
will illuminate your way.
As you join the ranks of our distinguished alumni today, remember that the University of 
Houston continues to thrive with the support and engagement of our alumni community. Your 
achievements will contribute to our collective mission of reaching new heights of excellence in 
education and research.
On behalf of all CLASS faculty and staff, I extend to you our heartfelt congratulations. Seize 
the future with an open heart, an open mind and the assurance that you are equipped to make a 
profound impact.
Sincerely,

Daniel P. O’Connor, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

College of Liberal Arts 
and Social Sciences
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony
Thursday, December 18, 2025, 2:00 p.m. 
Fertitta Center

	 PROCESSIONAL	 Moores School of Music

	 PRESENTATION OF COLORS	 Houston Battalion ROTC Color Guard

	 NATIONAL ANTHEM	 Moores School of Music

	 RECOGNITION OF PLATFORM PARTY	 Todd Romero 
		  Associate Dean, Undergraduate Affairs

	 WELCOME REMARKS	 Daniel P. O’Connor 
		  Dean

	 GREETINGS FROM UH SYSTEM	 The Honorable Ricky Raven 
	 BOARD OF REGENTS	 Vice Chairman

	 GREETINGS	 Diane Z. Chase 
		  Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

	 RECOGNITION OF ACADEMIC HONORS	 Associate Dean Romero

	 PRESENTATION OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES	 Susan Scarrow 
		  Associate Dean, Graduate Studies

	 PRESENTATION OF MASTER’S CANDIDATES	 Associate Dean Scarrow

	 PRESENTATION OF BACHELOR’S CANDIDATES	 Associate Dean Romero

	 CONFERRAL OF DEGREES	 Provost Chase

	 CLOSING REMARKS	 Dean O’Connor

	 ALMA MATER	 Moores School of Music

	 RECESSIONAL	 Moores School of Music
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University of Houston
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences

Commencement Ceremony

Fall 2025 – Candidates for Graduation

Doctor of Philosophy

Department of Health  
and Human Performance
Morgan Paige Ferrara

The Development and Validation 
of the Student Athlete Resource 
Inventory
Co-Advisors: �Dr. Craig Johnston and 

Dr. David Walsh

Tiao Hu
Exploring Branding of Influencer 
Athletes with Disabilities: Viewers’ 
Perceptions and Engagement 
Intentions
Advisor: Dr. Michael Cottingham

Department of 
Hispanic Studies 
Josefa (Pepa) Pueyo Castan

La adquisición del parámetro de 
los compuestos en hablantes de 
español L2 y español de herencia: un 
estudio de la formación de palabras 
compuestas N+N en español y francés
Advisor: Dr. Elizabeth Goodin-Mayeda

Erika Said
Del Otro Lado Hay Luces Neón, 
Ficción Situada, Narrativas Fronteriza 
y Poéticas de Resistencia
Advisor: Dr. Nicolas Kanellos

Department of History
Said Sultan AliAl Hashimi

Al-Jabal al-Akhdar Revolution, 
1955–1965: Rediscovering Oman’s 
Anti-Colonial Resistance
Advisor: Dr. David McNally

Department of Psychology

Clinical Psychology
Xinge Li 

EEG-based Neural Correlates of 
Emotional Face Processing and 
Socioemotional Risk in Prematurely 
Born Toddlers
Advisor: Dr. Johanna Bick

Developmental, Cognitive  
and Behavioral  Neuroscience  
Lillian Reed Jackson

Molecular mechanisms of female 
social behavior in a cichlid:  
potential involvement of 
vasotocinergic GABA neurons
Advisor: Dr. Beau Alward

Mariana Selene Lopez
Elucidating the Role of Brain Sex-
Steroids in Behavioral Production in 
an African Cichlid
Advisor: Dr. Beau Alward

Industrial/Organizational 
Psychology 
Francisco J. Torres III

State-Level Healthcare Quality 
and Access Mitigates the Impact of 
Precarious Work on Ill-Being
Advisor: Dr. Alan Witt 

Master’s Degrees

Communication 
Sciences & Disorders
Isra N. Hasan

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication 
Larsha Moniquee Flowers 

Department of English 
Rachel Genevieve Byrd 
Jazmin Shante Amanda Rose

Department of Health and 
Human Performance 

Master of Arts  
in Sport & Fitness 
Administration
Brooke Bennett 
Joya Rose Hill
Mya Chanel Howard
Jazmin Alyssa Rodriguez
Kierstyn R. Wesley

Master of Science  
in Human Nutrition
Dana Aldebashi
Olivia Anne Cavazos 
Fernando Ciprian
Maria Grazia Di Fabio Conde
Oluwaseun Funbi Dimgba
Catarina Natalia Escamilla
Karen Paola Escobedo
Sydney P. Hughes
Taylor M Hutton
Hafsah Khan

Tommy T. Nguyen
Lacy Jane Powell
Lily Juliet Rice
Aidee Ruiz Cardenas 
Nourhan Suleiman 

Department of 
Hispanic Studies 
Carolina Dondi
Amy Goldsmith
Eduardo Rodriguez-Fong

Department of Psychology
Kiran H. Boone
Jacqueline Lee Ge
Christopher Krause
Daniel Denike O'Connell
Alyssa Ortega
Rylea Mae Ranum
Tanya Vikram Shah
Juliana Wall 

Department of Sociology 
Jessica Marie Slater

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science

African American Studies
Banner Bearer
Janiyah Faye McCullough-West 3

Janiyah Faye McCullough-West 3
Shauneila A. Reid 

Jack J. Valenti School 
of Communication
Banner Bearer
Erik Garza 1

Communication Studies
Brayan Aguirre 3
Rula Emad Al Bayati 
Amaan Farooqui 3
Courtney Lynne Harris 
Shayna Nicole Hodge 3
Christopher Lee Johns 
Amna S. Khan 3
Matthew Robert Lewallen 
Genevyeve Somers Lindo 
Jordi Josue Lopez 2
Amber B. Mapp 

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Maya Martinez 
Kelly McCaffrey 2
Tramanh Nguyen 
Nicolle V. Santiago Osuna 
Zaniya D. Pimienta 
Victoria A. Robles 3
Matthew James Saunders 2

Health Communication
Madeleine Olivia Couling 
Milcah Getachew 
Quoc-Rudolph Hoang 1
Ava Phuong Nguyen 1
Jalina Vandana 

Journalism
Kenneth Bowman 
Eric Angel Coline 
Angelina J. Contreras 1
Vicente Garcia 2
Jairo Francisco Lopez 
Kylee Mendez 
Esha Salian 2
Alison Solano-Morales 3
Madalyn E. Sotelo 
Priscilla E. Tarble 
Ashton C. Yeaman 
Cal Jeycob Young 1
Brayden J. Zreineh 

Media Production
Tonantzin Paloma Arias 
Jackalynn M. Bayes 
Kevin Roberto Benitez 
Jared Diego Cardenas 2
Adam C. Castro 3
Edward Castro 
Stephany Montano Castro 
Kendall Elise Clark 
Marissa A. Daigle 3
Hasan Ibn Talibdin El-Amin 
Carla Yvette Keymolen Espinoza 
Sarah F. Fernandez 
Eleanor Chapman Yanyu Fulton 
Curry George Goudeaux 
Miriam A. Gutierrez 
Anahid Kalustian Henriquez 
Sebastian Sanchez Herrera 3
Kopeland William Jones 
Makayla Ronette Jones 
Isabelle Truc Linh Le 1
Fuchsia Christina Leblanc-Ernest 

Lorena April Luna 3
Diego Martinez 2
McKenna Moore 3
Isabel T. Nguyen 3
Judy Van-Anh Thuy Nguyen 2
Serena A. Olali 
Emely Pena 
Alexander Yahir Ramirez 
Diana Paola Romero 3
Valeria Romo 2
Jody M. Taller 2
Regina Grace Santos Templonuevo 2
Luis A. Torres 
Jesus Hernan Turcios 1
Mitchell M. Urbanovsky 1
Alen Viana Urrutia 2
Gage Alexander Vandermark 2
Jesus Enrique Salazar Viera 
Yuliya Vyhnanets 
Kristi Welds 

Strategic Communication
Sarah Maryam Aghajan 2
Bryanna Nikole Aguilera 
Jillian A. Aguirre 3
Julianna R. Alegria 
Cloee Ayala 1
Patrick Michael Brinkley 
Elaina J. Caballero 
Kaitlyn Quinn Campbell 
Bryan Lugo Carrasco 2
Jazmin Catalan 3
Ingrid D. Estrada Ceballos 
Bailee Adeline Clark 
Jordan David Colesante 2
Kamaurion J. Crawford 
Sophia M. Dang 
Aliyah Elise Elizondo 
Alyssa Renee Espinoza 2
Cherly Abigail Fonseca 3
Liliana Garcia 
Penelope L. Garcia-Galan 3
Erik Garza 1
Valeria Cecilia Guzman 2
Areebah Haider 2
Emma R. Heinly 2
Sean Tyler Henderson 
Clarissa Giselle Holguin 2
Samantha I. Hume 2
Joshlyn Jelks 
Alejandra Judith Jimenez-Cruz 2

Mafaz Z. Khan 3
Alyson Megan Kuhrt 
Richard B. Le 3
Jackson Long 2
Joshua Lopez 
Jennie T. Luong 3
Thanh D. Mac 
Felix Manuel Duque Malave 
Noemi Martinez 2
Mia Grace McCollum 
Victoria Carolina Mendez 
Christian Lawrence Moore 
Anthea Mae L. Morante 
Victoria Lauren Navarro 
Jennifer N. Ordonez 
Leslie Perez 
Samantha D. Quezada 1
Kyle Ramagos 
Vanessa Ramirez 2
Moses Ramos 
Gabrielle Renee Roberts 3
Cameron James Adeloye Royal 
Tali Austin Ruta 1
Kayla E. Salazar 
Lauren Nicole Severin 2
Aaliyah Siddiqui 
Kaylee Taylor Southivong 
Mariah Victoria Torres 2
Natalia Bacarreza Turner 2
Cameron Daniel White 
JaNyla Me'keyah Delisa Wilkerson 2
Ayden E. Wright 3
Avery Mae Zimos 3

Department of 
Communication Sciences 
and Disorders
Banner Bearer
Frida A. Flores 1

Tineka Adams 2
Jessica Alvarez 2
Yvette Alvarran 
Rosaisela Ruby Amaya 
Diana Maleni Andrade 
Arwa Zubair Anwar 2
Cassandra Arellano 3
Ash Argo 
Yazmen Quinonez Cavazos 2
Esther Chukuka 
Aubree L. Collins 2
Erika Ivone Cruz 3

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude

Laura O. Elliott 
Kayla Ferguson 2
Frida A. Flores 1
Karina Fuentes 1
Itzayara Guadalupe Garcia-Gonzalez 
Sabrina R. Gonzalez 2
Esmeralda Guerra 3
Gloria Rosalee Hernandez 
Nataly Kristina Hernandez 
Nathalie Hernandez 
Mina Monet Herrero 3
Riley Elizabeth Hibbard 3
Dara M. Infante 
Kloe Kieu Le 
Allison Marie Lewis 
Catalina Lopez 
Megan Brianne Martinez 
Ariana Lupita Mendoza 2
Michelle G. Menjivar 
Arianna L. Moscot 
Ngoc-Thanh Nguyen 2
Stephanie Joann Ocana 3
Islara Gabrielle Ramirez 3
Emily C. Rendon 3
Lauren Janae Rhodes 
Caitlin Alexandria Rios 3
Lizeth Alejandra Rios 
Briana M. Roberts 
Gonzalo David Rocche 
Diana Maria Rodriguez 2
Deanna Luisa Rojas 2
Taylor A. Rojas 
Jonathan Bui Saber 2
Crystal Salgado 3
Emily Salinas 3
Amy Victoria Santos 
Rebeccah L. Szeto 
Christienne C. Torres 3
Raquel I. Torres 1
Gabriela Sareth Trevino-Perez 
Grace John Wakim 3
Hannah I. Woernley 2
Madison Elise Young 1

Department of Comparative 
Cultural Studies
Banner Bearer
Noah Cook 1

Anthropology
Erika Lucia Alcala 
Colton Paul Barrows 

Cameron Michael Castillo 3
Madison Coryn Cook 
Estevan Lorenzo Gibson 3
Angelica Joslin Melendez 
Christian Charles Pilavian 2
Gershom Nathanael Ramirez 
Gemma Satterwhite 2
Namratha Sribuddharaju 2
Aiden Wesley Vawter 2

Liberal Studies
Avery Ruth Bushnell 
Kyle Campbell 2
Noah Cook 1
Kailey Dianne Delorenzo 2
Christian Raygoza Flores 
Joselyn Julisa Iglesias 2
Leia Michelle Maksoud 2
Trevor Jamaal Moore 
Mairyn Melissa Parrado 3
Jordin Sherman 
Sidon Weldai 

Department of Economics
Banner Bearer 
Quinn D. Rait 1

Jesus M. Acevedo 3
Miguel Andres Adams 
Andrew Jerrell Alger 
Monica Alvarado 
Chiamaka Jessica Anigbogu 2
Nubia Lizbeth Arias-Alvarado 
Daniel Alejandro Astorga 2
Desmond Carl Berry, Jr. 
Aidan P. Brogan 
Austin Amil Callies 
Jatin Chamdal 
Evan Chang 3
Vanlal Hming Chhuanga 
Naomi Christina Christopher 3
Darius K. Clark 
Anease N. Clements 
Benjamin Alan Collins 
Carlos J. Colmenero 
Andres Contreras 
Stephane Marc Couderc 
Nikki Nirav Desai 
Alexzander C. Dixon 
Grace Woyitu Drew 
Igor Dmitrievich Egin 
Rodrigo Soto Farias 

Yousef Anan Abdullah Fatayer 
Anita Valentina Cortez Garcia 
Owen Thomas George 
Gabriella Sabrina Gibson 
Alexandra Gonzales-Mancilla 
Christian M. Gonzalez 
Guillermo J. Gonzalez 2
Alexander Vincent Guerrier 
Daniel Garcia Hardy 
Cody B. Henderson 
Aamna Husain 
Faris Ali Hussein 
Yulma Y. Jaimes 
Yousaf Jan 
Ivan Jimenez-Acosta 2
Deion Johnson 
Hamza Kamran 
Zakiyyah Kennedy 3
Tyler A. Kinchen 
Jayesh Chowdary Koganti 3
Ivan Komarov 
Jessica N. Le 3
Nathan Alexander Loredo 
Nathan Maldonado 
Willard Marett 
Olisa Ogo Meka 
Anna Melnyk 
Joselyn Guadalupe Mora 
Arianna Jacqueline Vargas Morales 2
Marco A. Morfin 
Maliha Munir 2
Caleb Reed Myers 
Shahirah Maisur Niaz 
Raymond S. Noble 
Jackson P. Parsons 
Maheen H. Patel 3
Raul Gonzalez Perez 
Andre An Pham 2
Omar I. Qashou 
Nicholas David Quintanilla 
Quinn D. Rait 1
Anthony M. Ramy 
Joshua A. Roberson 
Oscar Daniel Cruz Rosales 
Joseph Salha 
Emma Rhea Sanders 
Jesse Segovia 
Anastasiia Shevelova 
Mariam Shiha 
Laurana Lynn Shores 3
Rayon F. Sieuchan 

University of Houston
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Sahej Sohal 2
Jacob Abraham Steen 
Bernadette Tran 3
Zachary D. Vance 
Jennifer Ruth Vigil 
Lianetzis Villanueva 
MJ Zedira 
Victoria C. Zeigbo 

Department of English
Banner Bearer
Brittany Devonne Sandoval 1

Yasmeen Ali 2
Gracie L. Austin 3
Fernanda D. Avalos 2
Sayra Fernanda Gutierrez Barocio 
Kasandra Barrientos 
Ria R. Bhatia 
Akilah Ranell Blair 3
Betul Nas Bolat 
Lauren Michelle Boudreaux 3
Davis A. Brooks 
Samantha Buell 
Emma Elizabeth Burns 3
Maria Guadalupe Roque Campos 3
Kevin P. Cassidy 
Gerald Cedillo 
Lauren Elizabeth Chau 2
Raquel Cornejo 2
Emily Ann Courville 
Deshauna Davis 
Sabrena Khan 3
Logan X. Mackey 
Jacqueline Judith Mata 2
Dania Imran Mirza 2
Alberto Molina 
Elizabeth G. Morris 3
Sean Fitzmaurice Nehila 2
Eva Jane Neuman 
Karen Jailyn Noriega 
Emily E. O'Brien 2
Daniel Erioluwa Olanrewaju 
Isobel G. Phoenix 2
Jason Vi Phung 3
Isabel Joyce Pitts 
Hannah Catrice Porter 
Jesse Quintero 3
Brittany Devonne Sandoval 1
Braden Niklas Sullenger 
Ivy Nicole Torres 
Nsikan Ekponoudim Ukpanah 

Hayley Elizabeth Ulery 2
Christian Gerrard Vetsch 
Jordan Xian Yan 

Department of Health  
and Human Performance 
Banner Bearer
Radiya Almosa 1

Human Nutrition and Foods
Yara Abdelmohsen Ahmed 2
Yazen Alasadi 2
Jaylan Edith Armas 3
Jaqueline Bermudez 
Muneeza Ahsen Cheema 3
Sydney Kim-Hoang Dang 
Hussam T. Dayoub 
Vinh T. Diep 
Kristy A. Do 
Thien-Nhi Ngoc Do 
Ammar Edan 3
Oritsemolagbmiren Favour Edema 3
Crystal Jane Flores 
Angel Jesus Garcia 
Tevi Guemadji 
Rubba H. Hameed 
Claudia Elisa Irazabal 

Lopez Henriquez 2
Alejandra Y. Herrera 
Jiyah S. Holmes 
Crystal Denise Jackson 
Kendall Jean Jauma 2
Victoria Irene Jordan 
Begum Kose 
Claude Washington Lowe 
Mitchell Johan McLeod 
Mehjabin B. Mostofa 3
Brandon C. Nguyen 
Hao Thai Gia Nguyen 2
Khoa Huan Nguyen 
My Linh Thi Nguyen 
Danielle Nichols 3
Andrea Olmedo 2
Victoria Alejandra Pino Ospedales 2
Nirali Shiv Patel 3
Umar M. Qureshi 
Elyssa Briana Ramos 
Roy Reynosa 2
Madelin Sanchez 
Hania Shahid 2
Sidra Shishakly 
Jonathan D. Silvas 

Cassandra Soza 
Anjali Sudheer 
Cindy Tamez 
Darcie Thai 3
Kareli I. Tobias 2
Christopher Vazquez 
Nick Xu 2
Siyuan Xu 3

Kinesiology – Exercise Science
Lucas Salvanera Abuan 
Ashley A. Aguirre 
Atalie S. Akins 
Tracy M. Akinyode 3
Zain Ali 
Zaena Mouhammad Almomani 
Radiya Almosa 1
Anthony Alvarado 
Emily G. Alvarez 
Kennedi M. Arceneaux 
Alivia Katherine Armstrong 
Norma Brittany Arriaga 
Ricky Z. Ashmore 2
Ariana A. August 
Kathryn Barlow 
Yonathan M. Berhe 2
Neil N. Bhakta 
Dylan Aaron Braganza 
Krizza Carino Brown 
Raul A. Campos 
Cristina Casiano 
Elize Cepeda 
Rebecca M. Cha 
Elias D. Chicas 2
Christopher D. Cofield 
Brianca Lashla Coleman 
Sarah Nicole Da Silva 
Rowan T. Danaher 
Marcus Deleon 2
Luna Delgado 2
Michael A. Depaz 
Nikola Draca 3
Selene Keala Duldulao 
Matthew Patrick Eichelsdorfer 
Yasmeen Elfeki 1
Jamal Imad Elmakdah 2
Evelyn Elizabeth Entrekin 2
Julia M. Escamilla 3
Arsam Etemadi 3
Dennis Dean Everson II 
Damiah Symone Ford 

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Nathan Fuentes 
Andrea Isis Galvan 
Gaby Garcia 2
Jose Angel Garcia 
Maximiliano Garza 
Carlos Josue Gomez 
Juan M. Gomez 
David Mina Gorgy 
Isaiah N. Granados 
Patricia Guzman 
Brian N. Gwananji 
Harmouche Fadi Harmouche 
Zoe A. Harris 
Chantley Demetruis Hawkins 2
Adam Keith Herschmann 
Emem Peter Inyang 
Peyton Elizabeth Kelly 
Faaris M. Khan 2
Peter I. Kreit 
Abigail K. Kuketz 
Aravind Sethu Kurakunnel 
Sierra M. Lee 3
Adelaide Grace Lewis 
Aracely L. Lopez 
Maria Gabriela Lopez 3
Samantha Anna Lozano 
Ali J. Mack 
Juliana Martinez 
Katherine L. Martinez 
Natalie Brianna Martinez 
Amanda Shoney Mathew 
Louis Marc Gardiner May 
Avery Ellen McInnis 
Alex S. Meeks 
Janette Mendez 
Owen Miller 3
John A. Miranda 
Jesus A. Moncada 
Annika Latrice Monroe 
Gloria Montes 3
Brandon A. Morales 
Samantha Staphany Morales 
Natalie Moreno 
David K. Morris 
Sajjad Neamah Mubarak 
Adam T. Nguyen 
Christopher D. Nguyen 1
Moon Nguyen 
Keizajahnae Nimmons 3
Talia Ziann Norman 
Valeria Nunez 2

Isobel Anne Lauengco Obate 3
Julia Red A. Orario 
Natalie Evelyn Ortiz 
Daniel Ostrom 
Rio E. Palma 
Jonathan N. Pamugo, Jr. 
Shubh Patel 1
Jocelyn Perez 
Shawn Christopher Person 
Mario M. Ponce 3
Christian Andres Ramirez 
Daniel V. Rios 
Veronica S. Rivera 
Chelsey S. Robinson 
Deicy Marisol Robledo 3
Alyssa Marie Rodriguez 
Catherine Olivia Rodriguez 
Emily Rodriguez 
Jada A. Roman 
Jacob J. Schissler 
Liya Mariya P. Shibu 2
Akere Awah Simaze 
Teasia Tamar Stewart 3
Sariya Nichole Iman Taylor 
Janna C. Torres 3
Andrew H. Tran 
Lien N. Tran 1
Dalton Z. Turner 3
Chuka G. Uketui 
Luis Guillermo Urbina 
Gabriela A. Valtierra 
Giuliano Villalpando 1
Valerie Lizbeth Villatoro 1
Khloe Deserae Williams 
Ada Ziyi Yong 3
Zackary Aaron Zapalac 

Kinesiology –  
Exercise & Fitness Studies
Ahmad Ali Al-Maqtari 
Christian Flordelis Furman 
Isaac Matthias Kennard 
Bianca Natali Marquez 
Benjamin J. Still 
Jason Tran 3

Kinesiology – Fitness and Sports
Deuce L. Burns 
Andy Ebani Gaitan 
Sarah Paige Kaiser 
Ori Jerome Limbrick 3
Emina Mujagic 

Kinesiology –  
Sports Administration
Janoah L. Agudelo 
Edward Lee Barrels 
Ladarius Pierre Broussard 3
Christin Michaela Campbell 
Daniel Cepeda 
Muhammad Tayyab Chaudhry 
Clint Coyle 
Caleb R. Crowell 
Juliana Renee Davis 
Jacob Bradley Dunn 3
Max S. Garcia 
Thomathan D. Good 
Trevor Hansen 
Gavin B. Hawk 
Daniel A. Hernandez 
Jose Juan Herrera III 2
William J. Jenkins 
Jai'da Jones 
Thomas Cole Larson 
Laura Loredo 
Jennilea Brooke Lovell 
Gage Tristan Marx 
Jeremy Paul Matlock 
Andrew Nicolas Mazas 3
Eric Christopher McCurdy 
Hayden Pierre Usher McLaughlin 
Jose Miguel Mendoza 
Samuel A. Morgan 
Anthony Ornelas 
Gerardo Rodriguez 
Naomy Cristy Ruiz 
Colton H. Sprague 
Joseph I. Square 
Trey Thompson 
Yael M. Velarde 

Department of 
Hispanic Studies

Spanish
Krisla Canales 
Victoria Denise Charles 
Adriana Corzo 
Laura Carolyna Gonzalez 
Ailyn Jara 
Jesus Alberto Lara 
Jaylon Looney 
Nahomi G. Ortega 

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Department of History
Banner Bearer
Allie Faith Guerra 1

Bakr Al Gailani 
Siani Deva Rose Alanis 
Ana Lee Chavarria 
Madeleine Cogbill 
Resinaee Cosey 
Ryan C. Datwyler 3
Ernesto Diaz 
Hannah E. Dollinger 2
Jacob Francis Doublesin 
Brandon S. Fauver 
Dominic Fiorenza 
Nestor Flores 
Allie Faith Guerra 1
Brian E. Gustason 
Natalia A. Hackworth 
Hallie Beth Hanna 
Grace Victoria Jarman 
Francisco J. Juarez 
Ian Krayer 
Sophia Le 3
Antonio Ramirez Lopez 2
Kara A. Nevle 
Brittany Newyear 
Heidy Olivares 
Stephanie Chantal Zendejas Ramirez 3
Ruben D. Resendez 
Jack Reynolds 
Reece J. Simmons 3
David L. Song 2
William Don Stimelsky III 
Isabella Sumner 
William Lucas Valadares 
Anthony Vargas 3

Department of Modern 
and Classical Languages
Banner Bearer
Orlando Flores 1

Chinese Studies
Daniela M. Garcia 
Taylor Renee Hart 3

French
Orlando Flores 1

World Cultures and Literatures
Ching Ha Susan Ip 1
Diego Alberto Villafranco 2

Department of Philosophy
Banner Bearer
Angela Raquel Molina 2

Yajat Bhargav 
Sebastian M. Breaux 2
Elisha Carrillo 
Amaya Dandridge 3
Ben Del Toro 3
Angela Raquel Molina 2
Rekia Powers 
Jason Lee Roberts 
Victor Manuel Romero 
Makyla Stoker 
Adenike Modupeola Margaret Tella 3
Seth Houston Webb 

Department of 
Political Science
Banner Bearer
Aurora R. Devlin 1

Fawaz Talal Al-Failakawi 
Maysum S. Ali 
Adrian A. Alvarez 
Hamza F. Baig 
Lucia Jovita Banos 2
Brandon Larue Bowie 
Deajia Brown 3
Kimberly Angelina 

Campuzano Cabrera 
Aiden W. Campbell 
Bethany Cervantes 
Khushvir K. Chahal 
Kelly Contreras 
Cameron Marshall Corbin 
Laurel Cordova 1
Edwin Alejandro Cruz 
Neo Anthony Curry 
Ian R. Dempsey 
Brian P. Dennis 
Aurora R. Devlin 1
Ameerah Guadalupe Dominguez 
Rami El-Aidi 3
Christian Escoto 
Richard R. Espinosa-Garza 2
Estefany Espitia 
Karina Delgado Fernandez 
Brittany Fisher 
Mahlet Gadissa 
Jennifer Alexis Galindo 
Adrian Garcia 

Brenton Amore Gates 
Alex Gentry 
Gavin T. Gillar 
Juan C. Garcia Gomez 
Nathaly Judith Gomez 
Alexandra Grace Goodin 
Wilmer J. Guevara 3
Jacquelin Victoria Guzman 
Robert Andrew Gyomber 3
Jake Russell Habada 1
Ricky Henderson 
Daysi C. Hernandez 
Rolando Jorge Herrera 2
Ilana Joy Janniere 
Clara Kaluderovic 
Hibba Khan 3
Gabriel Lerma 3
Mary Lucinda De Jesus Lillard 3
Brandon Alexander Martinez 2
Mary Malaika Maturi 
Gisselle Asslyn Molina-Breton 
Kenneth Martin Moparty 
Michael B. Mousa 
Miranda Leigh Munoz 
Thy Mai Nguyen 
Jaquelyn Nino 3
Oluchi Esther Okeoma 3
Breana M. Perez 
Lorraine Simone Perez 
Mia Dariela Perez 1
Griffin Emerson Perkins 
Shanaya Premjee 
Bilal A. Qureshi 1
Laisha Guadalupe Ramirez 2
Colby Randle 
Ana S. Rivas 
Vincent C. Ruggiero 
Sydney Gabrielle Sam 
Drusila Rubi Saucedo 
Markus G. Schweiger 1
Oluwafifunmi F. Shonuga 2
Candy Loreny Simeon-Nieto 
Kimberly Michelle Simon 3
Steve N. Sparks 
Tashawn J. Spivey 1
Nicholas W. Stees 2
Mohammad Tabbara 2
Daunte Keith Taylor 
Xoco Yolihuani Thomas 
Bridget Marie Thompson 2
Raegan Calette Tinker 

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Alexander Matsuo Tomita 
Hadi Totonchian 2
Aryan Trivedi 3
James Montgomery Vaughan 
Kassandra Citlaly Vega 
Nayely Vela 3
Brendon C. Walker 
Eshal Warsi 1
Maya L. Wheelwright 
Desire Witkowski 2
Alisen L. Yampey 

Department of Psychology
Banner Bearer
Jayla N. Bowman 1

Vanessa Sena Adeti 
Elizabeth Ayotomiwa Afeni 3
Sylvia Makary Agaiby 
Stephanie Carolina Aguilera 
Lois Abena Frempoma Agyapong 
Arifat S. Ajala 3
Shaden H. Alaboudi 
Rocio Alfaro 1
Samar Khaled Alkraydi 
Christina A. Alonso 3
Ximena Alvarez 1
Roysaeshia Viveca Anderson 2
David Jacob Anzaldua 3
Tokoni Princess Appo-Obianime 
April Nicole Aragon 
Adrianna Nichole Aranza 
Ashlin Elise Arbour 
Crystal N. Archer 2
Ingrid N. Arias 
Sabrina L. Armendariz 
Ahmed A. Ashittu 3
Cynthia Balbuena 
Cassidy C. Ball 
Sarah T. Baricuatro 
Eric Austin Barreda 
Daniel Barrera 
Misty H. Barrett 
Jana Abdelnaser Bataineh 1
Mykell Beck 
Wilenny Lanz Bello 
Daria Birangi 
Anna-Mariya Aleksandrovna Blue 3
Daniela Moncerrath Borja 
Dylan J. Bouyer 3
Jayla N. Bowman 1
Nicole Camila Branch 

Trinity Brewer 
Jacquelyn N. Broadway 
Dionte J. Brown 
Dylyn Kierra-Jenoris Brown 
Faith A. Brown 
Sean R. Brown 
Gemma Brunstein 2
Justin A. Bryant 
Ella S. Burke 
Israel Caballero 
Adriana Mariah Cadenas 
Julianna Marie Hermano Caipang 2
Brooke J. Callaway 
Priscila Vivian Canales 2
Britney Rose Caoagas 
Aileen Ayme Carcamo-Bahena 2
Courtney A. Carnes 
Lillian Rae Carr 2
Alexis Berlin Castillo 
Diana Castillo-Pacheco 
Nerli Nicole Castro 
Isabela Noemi Caudell 3
Bre Ashley Charles 
Solomon X. Chen 3
Sarina Nanette Christian 
Alexia Montserrat Cisneros 
Kenyetta Cohen 3
Jaquelynn Adriana Colchado 3
Joselin Paola Hernandez Corrales 
Morgan Isabel Crespo 3
Pamela Cristino 3
Coreen M. Dacosta 2
Ronna Lynne Dahesh 
Asia Alyiah Darby 1
Sarah Dean 2
Melissa Del Valle 
Maggey Ruth Belle Delaughter 
Brittany Juliette Delgado 
Andrea Molly Saren Delos Santos 3
Meggin Ileana Deveau 3
Saedy Joell Devery 
Mytchlyn J. Dizon 
Tristen Annette Doe 2
Cameron E'Lise Doolan 
Paris Nevaeh Duarte 
Sarah A. Elkanawati 
Aylin Erdal 
Kathy Escobar 
Braulio Eli Escobedo 
Eric Miguel S. Esico 2
Ivone Estrada 

Olivia Abasi-Ifreke Etim 2
Alyssa Kay Fajardo 
Yassmin Ayleen Falahat 3
Sana Fatah 2
Victoria Fernandez 
Phoenix K. Fielden 
Kyndall A. Flanagan 2
Carla Flores 2
Jessica Flores 
Avia V. Foston 
Cynthia Fraire 
Trinity Renee Frederick 
Amy Estela Fuentes 1
Fernando Gallardo, Jr. 
Miriam P. Gamarra 2
Maria Camila Sierra Gamba 3
Evelyn Garcia 3
Karina Cayleen Garcia 3
Naomi Garcia 
Jennifer Giovana Gayosso 3
Namitha Elsa George 
Holly A. Gilstrap 1
Joshua M. Godfrin 1
Erin Kathleen Golden 3
Alejandra Gonzalez 
Brianna N. Gonzalez 
Leslie Beatriz Gonzalez 
Metztli Alejandra Perez Gonzalez 
Ethan M. Goodman 
Miles Alexander Gray 
D'Aira Ann Green 2
Anne Rees Greene 
Karla J. Gudino 
Grace L. Guo 1
Jocelyn Gutierrez 
Fatima Hassan 2
Iyannah Hawthorne 
Stephanie Marie Hazlewood 
Alex Faith Heiliger 1
Louise Henderson 
Edgar Hernandez 
Karina Garcia Hernandez 
Katelynn Guadalupe Hernandez 
Stephanie Melissa Hernandez 
Yazmin Rivera Hernandez 2
Mercedes Estrada Herrera 
Brandon-Rai Hervert 
Nancy Lee Hollis 
Tristen Avery Horsch 
Angel Faith Hosier 3
Tasnim Hossain 

1 Summa Cum Laude – 2 Magna Cum Laude – 3 Cum Laude
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Kelli Huerta 3
Angel Jana'E Huff 
Briana N. Ibarra 3
Paul Christopher Tan Ilagan 
Anaya Jabbar 2
Dillan Jackson 2
Kimberly N. Jackson 3
Makenzie M. Jackson 2
Kayla Daishanee Jackson-Woods 
Lizbeth Jaimes 1
Simisola Jaiyesimi 3
Talisa C. Jenkins 
Bilmi Joby 
Glenda Annette-Davis Johnson 
Rishi Kabotra 
Emma Grace Kahler 
Asmaa Karouni 
Anum Asif Khan 2
Daniel Ali Khan 2
Mahrukh S. Khan 2
Aditi Khareedhi 3
Raliat Olatundun Koshegbe 
Kelly-Manuela Christelle Kplohi 1
Kristi H. Lam 
Sara N. Larin 
Tiana Y. Lau 3
Gabrielle M. Lavrack 
Wuraola Venus Lawal 
Sarah Lavenia Laymon 
Ever Ernesto Lazo 1
Ngoc Bao Quyen Le 3
Mia N. Lee 3
Grace George Lewis 2
James Ted Lewis 
Joshua Donguk Lim 
Kiana-Nicole Brittani London 
Ashley R. Lopez 
Daniela Michelle Lopez 
Sarah M. Lopez 
Violet R. Lopez 3
America Lillian Loza-Sosa 
Grace Lane Lucas 3
Brianna Luna 3
Ashlie H. Mai 2
Julianna Galarza Maldonado 1
Natalie Ann Mares 
Paola Valentina Marin 1
Alicia Paige Martinez 
Bridney Alice Ramirez Martinez 1
Karla Ariadna Martinez 1
Maria Jose Martinez 2

Serenity V. Martinez 
Kenya Evette McDowell 3
Jordan McLemore 
Mayeeda Mehmood 2
Yareli Montemayor Mendez 3
Maya O. Mendivil 
Amber M. Menefee 2
Luis A. Meza 3
Eshal Zehra Mitha 1
Karissa Montaner 2
Johanna Meredith Montanez 
Georgia Moore 
Loren Olivia Morales 
Adriana Giselle Moreno 
MaryAnn Autumn Morris 2
Priya H. Morthala 
Iyunie Lhazea Narcisse 
Ny Nguyen Ngo 2
My Thao Nguyen 
Tran Tt Nguyen 
Vinnie Quoc Nguyen 
Carlton Chidi Nwoha 
Oluwaseun Ayomide Oderinde 2
Lauren Marie Ogburn 1
Danielle A. Olison 
Mikayla Marie Olsen 
Marthiat A. Onitiri 3
Maria J. Morales Orozco 
Noemi Elena Ortega 2
Nichole Dominique Ortiz 
Ryan Lee Ortiz 
Abigail Danielle Overhultz 
Hayah S. Padela 2
Ada Sofia Palacios 
Joseph A. Pappano 
Naomi I. Patel 3
Kearstie Lovelyn Pearce 3
Audrey Paula Pena 3
Evelyn Pena 2
Andrea I. Perez 3
Valeria Perez 3
Trinity Phillips 
Gianmarcel Pizarro 
Indigo Podeszwa 
Meghan Rose Powell 3
Grace Elisabeth Pullin 
Yumn Syeda Qazi 3
Iqra Qudoos 2
Exerlene V. Quiros 2
Keesha Kaley Raggs 3
Barakat Abiodun Rahmon 2

Dhriti Raju 3
Savannah E. Ramirez 3
Lalaine Faith Tiongkiao Ramos 2
Maaha Raza 
Lauren Ann Reed 
Wande Reweta 2
Ingrid G. Reyes 
Karen M. Reyes 
Leslie Reyes 
Valentina Corredor Reyes 1
Elizabeth A. Ricaldi 
Lisa Marie Rios 
Gabriella Rivera 
Syed M. Rizvi 1
Zuha Batool Rizvi 
Matthew B. Robles 
Anthony Rodriguez 
Jonathan Rodriguez 3
Lauren A. Rodriguez 
Nathalie Rodriguez 3
Brandon J. Roll-Bush 
Diana Paola Romero 3
Mychal Michelle Rominger 3
Karissa Danielle Romo 
Rabeeka Saif 
Frida M. Salazar 3
Victoria N. Salazar 
Calin R. Saldivar 
Ramaisa Mohammad Saleem 
Gerardo Salinas IV 3
Kiana Cassidy Samiei 1
Omoyeni N. Samuel 
Jade Santana 
Jesus Alberto Santana 
Rithika Sathishkumar 2
Courtney P. Schulze 
Kira Scott 3
Sawyer Randall Sebastian 
Sabrina Shabanova 
Aashna V. Shah 2
Keya Shah 
Maryam Aamir Sheikh 
Lauren L. Shinn 
Raneem M. Shobaki 
Elise Loren Shoss 1
Deja Renae Simon 
Reagan Nicole Small 
Gwenyth E. Smith 1
Elyshia Soto 
Alyssa Marie Stewart 2
Auri Joelle Tamez 
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Duaa Tanvir 3
Samantha M. Taraby 
Samari E. Telfort 
Brianna Marie Thomas 
Timmetria Thomas 3
Xavier Alexandra Titus 2
Angelica Maria Torres 3
Jean-Michel Torrez 
Efrain Trejo 
Yahriel Alex Trejo 
Alexandra Trevino 
Jeremiah Trevino 
Han Tam Truong 3
Anahi D. Ulloa 
Melanie Valencia 
Bradly Van Olm 2
Giselle Varela 
Camila Ximena Vargas 1
Micaella Vargas 2
Andrea A. Vazquez-Hernandez 
Denise A. Garcia Velasquez 2

Matthew Vera 
Melany V. Villarreal 
Talisa Naomi Villarreal 3
Julie Ngochuyen Vu 3 
Amelia R. Wallace 
Carli Grace Wallace 
Bryanna Warner 
Joanna L. Weato 
Ainsley Catherine Weber 
Maria Magdalene Weikel 
Edwin Weng 2
Mariah Justus White 
Antionette Jaree Williams 
Gracie Alyssa Williams 
Jordyn Amani Williams 2
Kamryn Williams 2
Eduardo Zepeda 3
Erick A. Zetino 

Department of Sociology
Banner Bearer
Wendy Gabriela Novoa 1

Stephanie Ann Belanger 2
Adrianna Booker 
Christina Michelle Cavazos 
Andrea C. Cisneros 
Chloe Paige Clark 2
Lauren A. Cornwall 
Ruby Marie Gauthier 3
Aurora C. Harper 
Leonardo G. Martinez 
Krysta M. Mbeche 
Jasmine E. Nolasco 
Wendy Gabriela Novoa 1
Jachi Nkem Okoro 3
Diamond Nyree Phearse 
Samantha Alyce Rhyne 
Antasia Breme Summers 
Zoe D. Taylor 
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Message from the Dean

Dear Fall 2025 Graduates,

Congratulations on your graduation from the Honors College at the University 
of Houston! Your talents and motivation have culminated in the impressive 
achievements we recognize today. Think back to your first semester and how 
far you have come. Honors courses have challenged you to think deeply about 
the nature of being human, as individuals and in societies. They’ve asked you to 

think beyond your major to gain insights from different perspectives. You’ve been encouraged to 
take what you learn beyond the classroom into research and community engagement.

The faculty, staff, and fellow students of the Honors College have been members of your team. 
They are now cheering you on as you begin your career or continue your studies in graduate or 
professional programs. We take pride in your achievements, and take comfort knowing that, though 
you are leaving on this new journey, the Honors College will always be a part of your life.  Stay 
connected with the College and use your success to inspire future generations and support the 
many programs and scholarships that you enjoyed during your time here. 

We know that you are well-prepared to lead in your chosen field and to contribute solutions to the 
grand challenges we face in this ever-changing world. As you find your place in a new community, 
be bold in ethical action and stand strong in the face of adversity. We believe in you!

Best,

Heidi Appel 
Dean of the Honors College 
Professor of Biology & Biochemistry
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The Honors College Honors

The Honors College at the University of Houston offers students special opportunities to develop their academic 
abilities. Below are the Honors College designations.

University Honors and University Honors with Honors in Major
Students who complete the Honors College curriculum (36 hours) graduate with University Honors. If students also 
complete a senior honors thesis, they graduate with University Honors with Honors in Major.

Collegiate Honors and Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major
Students who fulfill the requirements for the honors program in the college of their major, including 21 hours of honors 
courses; who complete an Honors College minor, or who complete 21 hours of approved honors courses. If students also 
complete a senior honors thesis, they graduate with Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major.

Membership in The Honors College and Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major
Students who affiliate with the Honors College during their undergraduate years and complete fewer than 21 hours 
of honors courses. If students also complete a senior honors thesis and fulfill the requirements of their major with 
distinction, they graduate with Membership in The Honors College with Honors in Major.

Honors in Major
Students who complete a senior honors thesis but are not members of the Honors College.
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University of Houston
The Honors College

University Honors with Honors in Major

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Reece Simmons

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Shaiza Pasha

Collegiate Honors with Honors in Major

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Alyssa Marie Stewart

Honors in Major

College of Education
Gada Al Taie

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Gerald Cedillo

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Maggie Fuller
Aleia Sen
Ben Jose Tuason

University Honors

C. T. Bauer College  
of Business
Emma Xuan Biasotti
Kenya Cardenas
Emma Catherine Christensen
Shaema George
Samantha Gonzalez
Simon Henry
Zuha Batool Kazmi
Fahim Kunhi Mohamed
Sarah Maria Lahlali
Josephine Amber Liu
Liam Ty Lucas
Sarina Momin
Lauren Isabel Morales
Gabrielle Renee Murat
Minh-An Nguyen
Zachary Kent Patton
Jason Ren
Nikolas Skarzenski
David Torres
Justin Torres

College of Education
Dalia Kaissi
Abby Martinez
Yasmine Rawas
Ayse Sevinc
Devin Watkins

Cullen College of 
Engineering
Rudolph Barrels
Craig A. Gilmore
Kaden I. Helmka
Lance D. Ishimura

Conrad N. Hilton 
College of Global 
Hospitality 
Leadership
Gina Grenyo

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Vanessa  Sena Adeti
Gracie Austin
Dylan Bouyer
Noah Cook
Coreen Dacosta
Asia Alyiah Darby
Kailey Dianne Delorenzo
Yasmeen Elfeki
Evelyn Entrekin
Richard Espinosa-Garza
Alexandra Goodin
Alex Faith Heiliger
Simisola Jaiyesimi
Anum Khan
Aditi Kashinath Khareedhi
Wendy Novoa
Lauren Marie Ogburn
Rekia Powers
Gemma Satterwhite
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University of Houston
The Honors College

Teasia Tamar Stewart
Jody Taller
Hadi Totonchian
Melanie Valencia
Sidon Weldai
Kamryn Williams

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Lara Badran
Mike Bastidas
Julianna Marie Hamilton
Vaishnavi Jayaraman

Andrea Martinez Rodriguez
Lizbet Valdez

Andy and Barbara 
Gessner College  
of Nursing
Mekha Thomas

Collegiate Honors

Kathrine G. 
McGovern College  
of the Arts
Rebecca Unger-Moon

College of Education
Oreoluwa Timileyin Adejuwon

Cullen College of 
Engineering
Ali Nidal Ardda
Zachary Franics Carr
Teddie Ann Hall

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Elizabeth Afeni

Zain Ali
Sebastian M Breaux
Faith Brown
Madeleine Olivia Couling
Benito Del Toro
Carla Flores
Joshua Godfrin
Lizbeth Jaimes
Talisa Jenkins
Grace Lewis
Annika Monroe
Shanaya Premjee
Jesse Quintero
Joshua Roberson
Catherine Olivia Rodriguez
Deanna Luisa Rojas
Oluwafifunmi Shonuga
Elise Shoss
Duaa Tanvir
Samari Eugene Telfort
Bridget Marie Thompson

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Aiman Rafiq Ali
Mohammad Shamsuddin Anwar
Michael Bui
Brice Gallardo
Clark Horak
Omoyeni O. Kuku
Mustafa Meraj
Stephen Nwosu
Shanaya Premjee
Zoubida Houda Rezki
Miguel Trejo

Undergraduate 
Student Success – 
Integrated Studies
Maya Iyer

Membership in The Honors College

College of Liberal 
Arts and Social 
Sciences
Brandon Martinez
Syed Rizvi

College of Natural 
Sciences and 
Mathematics
Shivani Gadhavi

Andy and Barbara 
Gessner College  
of Nursing
Kasey Jackson
Sheila Lopez Baltazar
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Message from the UH Alumni Foundation Board President

Let me be the first to welcome you to the UH Alumni Association. 
You are joining a global network of over 305,000 Cougars. With your 
participation, we can only grow stronger. As you embark on this next 
chapter, know that your Alumni Association is here to help you stay 
connected with your beloved alma mater. From volunteering at an event, 
joining an Association or Network, signing on to UH Link, to becoming a 

Life Member, the opportunities to engage are endless. 
Please scan the QR code below to enjoy all the activities that soon await you. In the 
meantime, savor this moment and continue to soar.
True we’ll ever be and Go Coogs!

Sandy Lee (’84) 
UH Alumni Association Foundation Board President

Have You Completed  
Your Alumni Checklist?

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
Alumni Associa�on

https://houstonalumni.com/recent-grads/
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